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revise at least 3 times to remember the facts clearly 
during examination. In this context, our master 
compilation will be one point source for both current 
affairs and conventional areas.  

Optional subjects: Recent years coaching institutes in 
Chennai, grabs optional subjects’ admission promising 
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Section – A 

 

1. Recent oil spill in Ennore Port, Tamil Nadu 

(Expected in 2017 prelims), (Related question area) 

In the oil spill context “chocolate mousse” is a 

term used to describe condition along the shore in 
which the oil mixes with sand and debris to form a 
thick viscous sludge that gradually oxidizes into a toxic 
brown mass.  

Oilzapper and Oilivorous-S are bioremediation 
techniques used as in situ means to clean oil spill area. 
It eliminates the need to transfer large quantities of 
contaminated waste from the site to processing centre 
which is both economically costly and ecologically 
destructive.  

Oilzapper is essentially a mixture bacterial strains 
which can be mixed with contaminated area. These 
bacteria feeds on hydrocarbon compounds present in 
crude oil and oily sludge and converts them into 
harmless CO2 and water.  

Oilivorous-S: It is improved version of Oilzapper. It 

is more effective against sludge and crude oil with high-
sulphur content.  

India promulgated National oil spill Disaster 
contingency plan (NOS-DCP) in the year 1996. Indian 
Coast guard was designated as central coordination 
authority. 

Ennore Port (officially renamed as Kamarajar Port) 
is 12th major port of India located in Tamil Nadu. It is 
the first port in India that built through PPP mode. In its 
south, Chennai Port is located. 

Administered by Centre India has 12 major ports which 
handles 60 per cent of the country’s cargo.  

Tamil Nadu has maximum number (three) of major 
ports. Union Cabinet in 2016 approved the setting up 

of a major port at Enayam near Colachel in Tamil 
Nadu. This would be the country’s 13th major port and 
Tamil Nadu’s 4th. Above the proposed port locates V O 
Chidambaranar Major Port in Tuticorin.  

Small ports are administered by state. Maharashtra has 
maximum number of such ports followed by Gujarat.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. About National Intelligence Grid  

NATGRID is a centralised database to stream sensitive 
information from 21 sets of data sources such as banks, 
credit cards, visa, immigration and train and air travel 
details, as well as from various intelligence agencies.  

It is the initiative of Ministry of Home affairs in the 
aftermath of Mumbai 26/11 attack. It aims to mitigate 
our deficiency in collecting real time information. This 
programme will utilise technologies like Big Data and 
analytics to study and analyse the huge amounts of 
data from various intelligence and enforcement 
agencies to help track suspected terrorists and prevent 
terrorist attacks.  

 This database would be accessible to authorised 
persons from 11 agencies on a case-to-case basis, and 
only for professional investigations into suspected 
cases of terrorism. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana  

It is a skill certification and reward scheme. It aimed to 
enable and mobilize a large number of Indian youth to 
take up outcome based skill training, become 
employable and earn their livelihood. This scheme also 
addresses lack of industry driven competency based 
training institutions.  

It has a crucial role to improve productivity in the 
informal sector through creation of a pool of industry 
and National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) 
aligned skilled workforce. It requires that at least 70% 
successfully assessed trainees are provided with wage 
employment during 2016-2020.  

Launched by Skill Ministry, the scheme provides 
incentives to Training Providers for successfully 
attaining the required placement norms. It also 
provides monetary reward for trainees.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai_Port
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Cabinet
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Major+Port
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Enayam
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Tamil+Nadu
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Tamil+Nadu
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4. India leveraging hybrid annuity model  

Government of India successfully evolved new way to 
execute public projects through PPP mode. Named as 
hybrid-annuity model, it is used for allocating contracts 
under PPP projects in highways, Namami Ganga and 
Railway Projects.  

It is a mix of BOT (Built Operate Transfer) and EPC 
(Engineering, Procurement and Construction) model. 

BOT:  

In this project is developed with own money of private 
players. Once the projected is completed then they 
recover the amount through toll or directly from 
government. In this model, private developer’s capital 
is at risk because of changing and unstable government 
etc. 

EPC:  

Under this model, the cost is completely borne by the 
government. Private sector is used for construction of 
project as they are efficient and effective. In this 
government has to bear much financial burden which 
sometimes lead to crowd out phenomenon.  

Hybrid annuity model  

In which government gives 40 % of the construction 
cost while the developer has to fund the balance with 
debt and equity, and is paid annuity income in 
instalments. The model was designed to make it safe 
for banks and investors. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

5. India to take part in PISA 

The HRD Ministry has decided to take part in PISA 

(Programme for International Student 
Assessment) again from 2021.  

PISA is a global evaluation system launched by OECD 
(Organisation for Economic Cooperation Development) 
in 2000. It tests the learning levels of teenage students 
(15 year olds) in reading, mathematics and science. 
This test is carried out every three years.  

India boycotted the test after 2009 due it’s to poor 
performance. And so India did not participate in PISA 
2012 as well as PISA 2015. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6. Excerpts about Chromium  

Chromium is an odorless and tasteless metallic 

element. Chromium is found naturally in rocks, plants, 
soil and volcanic dust, and animals. Two main types are  

Trivalent chromium (chromium-3): It is an essential 
human dietary element. It is found in many vegetables, 
fruits, meats, grains, and yeast. 

Hexavalent chromium (chromium-6): It occurs 
naturally in the environment from the erosion of 
natural chromium deposits. It can also be produced by 
industrial processes and mixed with environment 
through industrial sewage.  

The World Health Organization has classified Cr-6 as 
carcinogenic and can cause stomach ulcers and cancers 
and severe damage to kidneys and liver. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. What is universal Immunization Programme? 

It is a vaccination program launched by the 
Government of India in 1985. It became a part of Child 
Survival and Safe Motherhood Programme in 1992 and 
is currently one of the key areas under National Rural 
Health Mission (NRHM) since 2005. The Public Health 
Act allows government to administer vaccine without 
consent of parents/guardian.  

Initially the program consists of vaccination for 10 
diseases- tuberculosis, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping 
cough), tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, Hepatitis B, 
Diarrhoea, Japanese Encephalitis and Pneumonia. 

In 2014, four new vaccines are being introduced as part 
of Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) including  

1) Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV),  
2) Rotavirus vaccine,  
3) Measles, Rubella (MR) vaccine, and  
4) Adult Japanese Encephalitis (JE) vaccine.  

With these new vaccines, India’s UIP will provide free 

vaccines against 12 life threatening diseases. 

India has been declared polio-free (wild poliovirus, not 
vaccine-derived poliovirus) as such disease is covered 
under UIP.  

Diarrhoea: It is one of the biggest killers in children and 
rotavirus is one of the most common causes of severe 
diarrhoea in children less than 2 years of age. Rotavirus 
is transmitted by the faecal-oral route, via contact with 
contaminated hands, surfaces and objects, and 
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possibly by the respiratory route. Viral diarrhea is 
highly contagious. 

Rubella: Also called as German measles it is a 
contagious viral infection that causes a distinctive red 
rash. It is endemic in India. It spreads when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes and can also be passed on 
from mother to the newborn. The disease causes 
devastating defects such as heart diseases, blindness 
and brain disorders if pregnant women get the 
infection in the first few weeks of pregnancy.  

Be careful: Small pox was universally eradicated in 
1979 and officially declared so in 1980. It is not covered 
under India’s Universal immunisation programme 
which was launched in 1985. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. Excerpts about Dam safety  

…The Dam Safety Rehabilitation and Improvement 

Project with World Bank assistance was started in 

2012. It will rehabilitate and improve large dam 

projects in seven states, coupled with institutional 

reforms and strengthening of regulatory measures 

pertaining to safe and financially-sustainable dam 

operations.  

The DRIP project is being implemented in the seven 

States (Uttarakhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Jharkhand). 

…Central Water Commission (CWC) maintains the 
National Register of Large Dams (NRLD) as per 
information received from State Governments. 

…Safety of dams rests primarily with dam owners 
which are generally state governments/central 
agencies such as NHPC (Hydroelectric power generation 
company), BBMB (Bhakra Beas Management Board).  

…In1987 centre government constituted National 
Committee on Dam Safety (NCDS) under chairmanship 
of head (of CWC) with representatives from State 
Governments with the objective to oversee dam safety 
activities in the country and suggest improvements to 
bring dams safety practices 

…National Water Policy 2012 mentions that Legally 
Empowered Dam Safety Services needs to be ensured 
in the States as well as at the Centre. Appropriate 
safety measures, including downstream flood 
management, for each dam should be undertaken on 
top priority.  

…National Water Resource Council chaired by Prime 
Minister.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. TRAI for replace of analog with DTT  

The broadcast regulator Trai has recommended 

introduction of Digital Terrestrial Transmission 
(DTT) for broadcast services in a phased manner and 
complete shutdown of analog transmission by end of 
2023. 

This is a move that may lead a combination of multiple 

DTT transmitters at a location, which can provide a rich 

bouquet of SDTV, HDTV, UHTV, mobile TV channels, 

radio service and other value added services. 

At present, terrestrial TV broadcasting in India is under 

the exclusive domain of Doordarshan (Prasar Bharati), 

the Public Service Broadcaster and it is predominantly 

analog.   

While a large number of TV channels are available to 

the consumers through various delivery platforms such 

as DTH, Cable TV, IPTV (Internet Protocol television), 

HITS (Headend in the Sky) etc, the existing 

terrestrial TV platform provides only a few channels 

which do not offer a value proposition to the viewers. 

 Recommendations made by TRAI: 

 Private players should be permitted to provide DTT 

services along with the public service broadcaster. 

 Maximum number of DTT providers may be capped 

at five (one public broadcaster and four private 

broadcasters) as per availability of spectrum. 

 Trai has recommended that DTT should be 

deployed in metros by December 2019 in phase 1, 

cities having more than 10 lakh population as per 

Census 2011 should be covered by December 2021 

and rest of India by December 2023. 

 Advantages of DTT (digital terrestrial television) 

 Frequency use is much more efficient, allowing for 

the transmission of 20 to 30 SD channels in the 

spectrum occupied by a single television channel in 

an analog signal. 

 DTT offers better quality of images and sound as 

compared to analog signals. 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Safety+Of+Dams
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 A combination of DTT transmitters at a single 

location can provide consumers with a range of 

content options, including radio and video feeds of 

various qualities. 

 The DTT transmitters have lower power 

requirements than traditional analog transmitters. 

 The signals can be received easily by moving 

vehicles and mobile phones. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

10. CRISPR used to make animals TB resistant  

Team of researchers from China has successfully 
utilized an innovative form of the genome-editing 
technique CRISPR to insert a new gene into the cow 
genome, rendering the animals much more resistant to 

tuberculosis. CRISPR means Clustered Regularly 
Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats.  
Researchers used a novel version of the CRISPR system 
called CRISPR/Cas9nn to successfully insert a 
tuberculosis resistace gene into the cow genome. 

CRISPR technology has become widely used in the 
laboratory in recent years as it is an accurate and 
relatively easy way to modify the genetic code. The 
technology allows scientists to go in and essentially 
snip and tuck genes from one organism to another to 
enhance them in some way, and it’s already been done 
with pigs, fish, mice, and mosquitos, as well as human 
embryos.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

11. About Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana  

Beneficiaries:  

It is a health insurance scheme for below poverty line 
population and 11 other defined categories (MGNREGA 
workers, construction workers, domestic workers, 
sanitation workers, mine workers, licensed railway 
porters, street vendors, beedi workers, rickshaw 
pullers, ragpickers and auto/taxi drivers). State 
government is responsible for preparation of BPL list.  

The beneficiaries need to pay only Rs. 30/- as 
registration fee for a year while Central and State 
Government pays the premium as per their sharing 
ratio to the insurer selected by the State Government 
on the basis of a competitive bidding.  

Being a centrally sponsored scheme, 75% of the 
premium is paid by the Centre and the rest by the 
state.  

Benefits:  

 By paying only a maximum sum of up to Rs. 750/- 
per family per year, they are entitled to health 
insurance coverage of up to Rs30000 per annum 
per family on family floater basis. 

 The coverage extends to maximum five members 
of the family which includes the head of household, 
spouse and up to three dependents.  

 Portability is the key feature of RSBY. Its 
beneficiary who has been enrolled in a particular 
district will be able to use his/ her smart card in any 
RSBY empanelled hospital across India. 

 It provides the participating BPL household with 
freedom of choice between public and private 
hospitals 

 A beneficiary of RSBY gets cashless benefit in any of 
the empanelled hospitals. 

 The benefit will be available under the defined 
diseases in the package list.  

 Pre- existing conditions are covered from day one.  

 The government has framed indicative package 
rates for the hospitals for a large number of 
interventions.  

 There is no age limit.  

 Transport expenses are available  

At every state, the State Government sets up a State 
Nodal Agency (SNA) that is responsible for 
implementing, monitoring supervision and part-
financing of the scheme by coordinating with Insurance 
Company, Hospital, District Authorities and other local 
stake holders. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

12. India Innovation Index launched  

The NITI Aayog, CII (Confederation of Indian Industry) 

and DIPP (Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion) 

have jointly launched India Innovation Index. 

Besides country’s first innovation index portal was also 

launched.  

The India Innovation Index Framework will be 

structured based on the best practices followed in 

Global Innovation Index (GII) indicators and 

additionally by adding India-centric parameters those 

truly reflect the Indian innovation ecosystem.   
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The index has been developed in consultation with WEF 

(World Economic Forum), WIPO (World Intellectual 

Property Organization), Cornell University, UNIDO 

(UNITED Nations Industrial Development 

Organisation), ILO (Industrial Labour Organization) etc. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

13. Global Innovation Index, 2016 launched  

India scored a major improvement in its Global 

Innovation Index, 2016 ranking this year, moving up to 

the 66th place from 81 in 2015. India's better 

performance in the latest index readings was due to its 

strengths in tertiary education, software exports, 

corporate R&D and market sophistication. 

The report said India was starting to excel in ICT and 
creative goods exports, setting a good example of how 
policy was improving the innovation environment.  

Among middle income countries, India came after 
China in innovation quality, overtaking Brazil. Within 
the BRICS, Brazil is the only country behind India.  

The annual index released by Geneva based WIPO, 
Cornell University, and the multi-nation business 
graduate school INSEAD.  

It has been ranking world economies since 2007 
according to their innovation capabilities using more 
than 80 indicators, including education, R&D, patent 
filings, knowledge and technology inputs and 
institutions.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

14. What is TEQIP?  

The Technical Education Quality Improvement 

Programme (TEQIP) commenced in 2003 aimed to 

provide quality engineering education across several 

states in India. The Project will be implemented as a 

'Central Sector Scheme’ with assistance from the World 

Bank’s International Development Association (IDA) 

Credit.  

The project will cover all Government / Government 
aided engineering institutes, affiliating technical 
universities and Centrally Funded Technical 
Institutions. 

  

 

Objectives of the programme:  

 Better academic standards, through accreditation, 

filling up faculty positions, training faculty in better 

teaching methods, improved research outputs.  

 Better administration of the institutions with 

improved financial/academic autonomy, 

 Better systems for assessment of Student Learning, 

higher transition rates 

 Transparent and expeditious release of funds to 

institutes by way of Direct Funds Transfer System. 

It has three phases; Phase I (2003-2009); Phase II (2010 
– 2016). Both have positive impact on the 
infrastructure and educational standards in the 
technical institutions where they were taken up.  

TEQIP-III was initiated in 2016 and will be co-terminus 

with Fourteenth Finance Commission period i.e. 2019-

20. TEQIP-III mainly targets institutions in the central, 

eastern and north-eastern region and hill States are at 

present in need of similar and specific interventions.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

15. TRAI and TDSAT facts 

It was established in 1997 by an Act of Parliament to 

regulate telecom services and tariffs in India.  

In 2000, TRAI act was amended to establish the 

Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal 

(TDSAT) to take over the adjudicatory functions of the 

TRAI. 

The TDSAT was set up to resolve any dispute between 

a licencor and a licensee, between two or more service 

providers, between a service provider and a group of 

consumers.  

In addition, any direction, TRAI orders or decisions can 

be challenged by appealing to TDSAT 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

16. ISRO’s arm to study Rid tides  
The study Ripex 2017 is being conducted by a team of 

scientists at Space Applications Centre, ISRO 

Ahmedabad. 

What are Rip tides? : It is a strong sea current which 

pulls the water away from the shore, often catching 
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unawares swimmers and people enjoying the sea in the 

shallows and can drag them into the sea. Also known as 

ebb jet or tidal jet these are powerful currents running 

perpendicular to the shore.  

It is one of the most common causes for drowning in 

the shallow waters off Goa’s popular coastline. 

Be careful: The term rip tide is a misnomer because it 

is not caused by the moon’s gravitational pull, rather it 

is formed due to shape of the shoreline or due to 

formation of sandbar tides  

………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

17. Naga men opposes women reservation 

Men Tribal organisations opposes elections to ULB’s 

with 33 per cent reservation for women.  

What constitution says? Article 243 (T) of Part IX-A 

gives reservation to women in municipalities.  

However, Article 371(A), says no Act of Parliament in 

respect of below matter shall apply to the state of 

Nagaland unless the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland 

by a resolution so decides. 

 Religious or social practices of Nagas, 

 Naga customary law and procedure, 

 Administration of civil and criminal justice 

involving decisions according to Naga 

customary law, 

 Ownership and transfer of land and its 

resources,  

Trap: Schedule 6 which deals with administration of 
‘Tribal Areas’ (mostly in North-East) does not extend 
to Nagaland.  

Background: Women were given 33 per cent 
reservation in urban local bodies through Nagaland 
Municipal (First Amendment) Act in 2006.  

       Male tribal bodies were against this as according to 

them it will violate Article 371(A) of the Constitution. 

Because of opposition Nagaland government did not 

conduct elections to civic bodies for over 10 years. 

In 2012, the Nagaland State Assembly which does not 

have a single woman member, adopted a resolution 

rejecting women’s reservation in ULBs on the ground 

that it infringes on the social and customary practices 

of the Nagas under Article 371(A).  

In 2016, the Supreme Court upheld the 2011 ruling of 

the Guwahati High Court which allowed women 

reservation to Nagaland’s civic bodies.  

     Consequently Nagaland government enacted the 

Nagaland Municipal (Third Amendment) Bill 2016, 

which revoked the 2012 resolution, paving the way for 

election to ULB’s with reservation to women. This led 

to current protest.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

18. WLPGA Asia LPG Summit held in India 

The World LPG Association (WLPGA) organized its 
major global event WLPGA Asia LPG Summit for the 
first time in India in partnership with the major Oil PSUs 
Indian Oil, HPCL, and BPCL.  

It will showcase its various initiatives such as the 
Ujjwala, Direct Benefit Transfer and ‘Give-it-up’ 
schemes aimed at increasing access of its population to 
LPG. India is today the world’s second biggest 
consumer of LPG.  

WLPGA is the authoritative global voice for the 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). It officially granted 
Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

19. Major rescue operation by India  

Operation Sukoon- to evacuate Indians and other 
nationals from the conflict zone during the 2006 
Lebanon War - Indian Navy 

 Operation Safe Homecoming - to bring Indian 
nationals from Libya during the 2011 Libyan civil war. 
Indian Armed Forces  

Operation Raahat - to evacuate Indian citizens and 

other foreign nationals from Yemen during the 2015 
(early April) military intervention by Saudi Arabia 
by Indian Armed Forces.  

Operation Maitri: It was a rescue and relief operation 
in Nepal by Indian armed forces in the aftermath of 
the 2015 (end of April) Nepal earthquake 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2006_Lebanon_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2006_Lebanon_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Safe_Homecoming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Libyan_civil_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_military_intervention_in_Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_military_intervention_in_Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_2015_Nepal_earthquake
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Operation Sankat Mochan - 2016 - India has 

launched to evacuate Indians from South Sudan. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

20. Controversy over Battle of Haldighati  

Issue: Rajasthan and Haryana government have 
attempted to rewrite the history books by saying that 
the battle of Haldighati was won by Maharana Pratap 
and not by Akbar.  

The popular view of historians is that the Mughal 
emperor’s forces had defeated the Rajput king in the 
battle of Haldighati in 1576.  

According to the works of Satish Chandra, the Battle of 
Haldighati was fought between the forces of Akbar led 
by Man Singh and those of Maharana Pratap, assisted 
among others by “an Afghan contingent led by Hakim 
Sur which played a distinctive role”. The battle failed to 
break the stalemate between Akbar and Rana Pratap, 
with the latter retreating into the hills of southern 
Mewar. 

“With both the Hindus and the Muslims divided, the 
battle of Haldighati can scarcely be considered a 
struggle between Hindus and Muslims. Nor can it be 
considered a struggle for Rajput independence, 
influential sections of the Rajputs already having cast 
their lot with the Mughals. The struggle can be 
regarded at best as an assertion of the principle of local 
independence,” Chandra notes. 

The author also notes that Akbar followed up the battle 
of Haldighati by coming back to Ajmer, and personally 
leading the campaign against Rana Pratap. In the 
process, Goganda, Udaipur and Kumbhalmir were 
occupied, forcing the Rana deeper into the 
mountainous tract of south Mewar. 

 Maharana Pratap is often portrayed as hero as he 
inflicted heavy damage on much outnumbered British 
forces before eventually losing the battle to Mughals.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

21. Third National Deworming Day observed 
India observed its third National Deworming Day on 
February 10 this year. This initiative is organised by 
Health ministry since 2015. It is the world’s largest 
deworming programme covering 340 million children 
under-19 years of age across 36 states/ UTs. India 
carries the highest burden of worm infestation and 64 
per cent of Indian population less than 14 years of age 

are at risk of Soil Transmitted Helminths (STH) or 
worms’ infestation says WHO.  

 To combat Soil Transmitted Helminths (STH) 
infections, government has adopted a single day 
strategy called National Deworming Day. On this day a 

single dose of Albendazole is administered to 

children from under 1 to 19 years of age group through 
the platforms of schools (including private schools) 
and aanganwadi centers.  

Albendazole is an extremely safe drug that has been 
used for decades by millions of people around the 
world and in India, with no or minimal side effects. Side 
effects such as nausea and vomiting can manifest in the 
children with high worm load. 

The programme is being implemented through the 
combined efforts of Ministry of Human Resource, 
Ministry of Women and Ministry of Drinking Water. 
………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

22. GI tag for Nilambur teak 

Nilambur teak set to enter elite club of products 

with GI tag 

 Nilambur teak, internationally known for its superior 
quality and elegant appearance, will soon be added to 

the list of Kerala produces with the Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag. Nilambur teak is popularly known as 
the Mecca of teak. 

The GI tag is an indication which is definite to a 
geographical territory. It is used for agricultural, natural 

and manufactured goods. For a product to get GI tag, 
the goods need to be produced or processed or 
prepared in that region.  

In India, GI registration is governed by the GI of goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 which came 
into force in 2003. Darjeeling tea was the first product 
to given GI tag in India. 
………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

23. Kheleo is Mascot for FIFA U-17 

Kheleo is the Official Mascot for FIFA U-17 World Cup 

2017 which India will host for first time.  

Kheleo is a clouded leopard. Its habitat extends from 

the Himalayan foothills to mainland Southeast Asia. It 

is listed under vulnerable category in IUCN and 

Schedule I in Wild Life act 1972.  
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The clouded leopard is more at home in the trees than 

on the ground. It can be found in dense forests of 

south-east Asia, eastern Himalayas and north-eastern 

states. It is the state animal of Meghalaya. It is the 

smallest one among the big cats family of India.  

Clouded Leopards in India can be found in below 

protected area.   

 Phawngpui Blue Mountain National Park in 

Mizoram,  

 Clouded Leopard National Park ( in the 

Sipahijola Wildlife Sanctuary), Tripura   

 Manas National Park of Assam  

 Dibru-Saikhowa National Park in Assam and  

 Namdapha National Park of Arunachal Pradesh 

 Buxa National Park, West Bengal 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

24. Karnataka promotion law scraped 

Supreme Court strikes down provisions of Karnataka 

civil service promotion law which did away with ‘catch 

up’ rule.  ‘Catch up’ rule means that if a senior 

candidate of general category is promoted after SC/ST 

candidates, he would regain his seniority in promotion 

over the juniors promoted ahead of him under the 

reserved vacancies. 

Under the 85th amendment to the Constitution, liberty 

has been given to states to give reservation in 

promotion with consequential seniority under Article 

16, if warranted under the criteria of ‘backwardness’, 

‘inadequacy of representation’ and ‘overall efficiency’. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

25. Karnataka said ok to Kambala race 

Taking cue from Jallikattu protest in Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka Legislative Assembly has passed a Bill that 

seeks to exempt kambala and bullock-cart racing from 

the ambit of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) 

Act, 1960, paving the way for conduct of the race.  

Kambala is a traditional buffalo race in the Karnataka. 

It involves a pair of buffaloes tied to the plough and 

anchored by one person. They are made to run in 

parallel muddy tracks in a competition in which the 

fastest team wins. It is believed to be held to propitiate 

the Gods for a good harvest, besides being a 

recreational sport for farmers. 

Trap: Buffalo is not performing animal under PCA act, 

1960.  

What is performing animals? These are the animals 

which shall not be exhibited or trained to prevent 

cruelty to them. However exemption is provided to use 

of such performing animals by the police and military 

after training them and for use for scientific and 

educational purposes.  

Bears, monkeys, tigers, panthers, and lions are some of 

the performing animals.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

26. FSSAI issued logo for fortified foods 

FSSAI (Food Safety and Standards Authority of India) 
has unveiled a Logo for 
fortified foods which may 
be used by food 
businesses.  

This Logo comprises of a 
square encompassing an F 
with a ‘+’ sign with a ring 
around it which signifies the addition of extra nutrition 
and vitamins to daily meals to provide good health, 
protection and an active life. Several food businesses 
have already started using this logo.  

 What is food fortification? It is the process of adding 
micronutrients (essential trace elements and 
vitamins) to food.  

     It is a proven and effective strategy to meet the 
nutritional needs of poor as well as the vulnerable, such 
as pregnant women and children. 

Fortification requires neither changes in existing food 
patterns, habits nor individual compliance. It is socio-
culturally acceptable and does not alter the 
characteristics of the food.  

     Fortification can be introduced quickly and can 
produce nutritional benefits for populations in a short 
period of time. It is safe and cost effective, especially if 
advantage is taken of the existing technology and 
delivery platforms. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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27. India Food Legume platform in MP 

Union Cabined approved the setting up of Food 
Legume and Research Platform (FLRP) in Madhya 
Pradesh (Amlaha, Sehore) with the collaboration of 

International Center for Agricultural Research in 
Dry Areas (ICARDA) and India council of agricultural 
Research (ICAR).  

The establishment of FLRP will enable India to harness 
the best of international science in meeting the 
emerging food security challenges. 

What is ICARDA?  

Established in 1977, the ICARDA’s founding mandate is 
to promote agricultural development in the dry areas 
of developing countries. It is also a member of the 

CGIAR (Consultative Group for International 
Agricultural Research) is a global partnership that 
unites organizations engaged in research for a food 
secure future.  

Why Pulses is important? 

 Pulses give 2-3 times higher market price than 
other cereal products.  

 Contains 3-4 time higher protein content than 
cereals crops.  

 Rich in nutrients like Calcium, Iron, Zinc and vit A.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

28. Merger of Associates with SBI formalized 

The Union Cabinet has approved the acquisition by the 
SBI of its subsidiary banks namely State Bank of Bikaner 
and Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of 
Mysore, State Bank of Patiala and State Bank of 
Travancore. 

 Existing customers of subsidiary banks will 
benefit from access to SBI’s global network.   

 This will minimize vulnerability to any 
geographic concentration risks faced by 
subsidiary banks.  

 It will also create improved operational 
efficiency and economies of scale. 

 It will also result in improved risk management 
and unified treasury operations. 

 The merger will also lead to better 
management of high value credit exposures 
through focused monitoring and control over 
cash flows instead of separate monitoring by 
six different banks.  

Background: SBI is erstwhile Imperial Bank of India 
which was formed 1921 after amalgamating the 
three Presidency Banks (Bengal, Bombay and 
Madras). Imperial Bank was nationalized in 1955 
and renamed as State Bank of India (SBI).  

     Previously major part of SBI’s share was held by 
RBI.  To endow RBI with only the regulatory 
functions, and to unload its administrative work, 
RBI’s shareholding was transferred to Government 
of India. 

     In 1959, 8 banks of former princely states were 
brought under SBI its associates. Among these 
banks State Bank of Bikaner and State Bank of 
Jaipur were merged together and called as State 
bank of Bikaner and Jaipur.  

     State Bank of Saurashtra and State Bank of 
Indore was merged with the parent SBI in 2008 and 
2010 respectively. The remaining 5 associate banks 
are merged now.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

29. ‘Functional' tag for India’s NRA 

WHO declared India’s NRA, as "functional' with a 
maturity level of 4 - the highest level as per currently 
evolved definitions in respect of 5 functions - and 
maturity level 3 in respect of 4 functions.  

While, maturity level 4 indicates good results and 
sustained improvement trends, maturity level 3 
reflects systematic process based approach, early stage 
of systematic improvements, data availability regarding 
conformance to objectives and existence of 
improvement trends. 

National Regulatory Authority of India comprises of 

 Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation,  

 State Drug Regulatory Authorities,  

 Pharmaco-vigilance Programme of India and  

 Adverse Events Following Immunization 
structures at the Central and States levels. 

A fully functional NRA is a pre-requisite for WHO 
prequalification of vaccines. One of the requirements 
to become eligible and retain prequalification status is 
to have the National Regulatory Authority (NRA) 
assessed as functional against the WHO published NRA 
indicators.  

WHO Prequalification Programme, as such, facilitates 
access to vaccines that meet the unified standards of 
quality, safety and efficacy as well as programme 
needs. The vaccine manufacturers can only apply for 
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WHO vaccine prequalification if the NRA meets the 
standards of the WHO NRA published indicators i.e. 
WHO Global benchmarking Tool on functional 
regulatory system for vaccines. 

Recently, WHO has completed the assessment of the 
status of the Indian vaccine regulatory system against 
WHO NRA Global Benchmarking Tool (GBT) for 
benchmarking and measured the maturity of the 
system. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

30. Maharashtra to trigger artificial rainfall 

Maharashtra decided to go with silver iodide to 

trigger artificial rainfall in Vidarbha region.  

Artificial rain is produced by weather modification 

Technique, popularly called Cloud seeding in which 

substances like Silver Iodide (costly) or cheaper ones 

like solid carbon dioxide (dry ice) or even finely 

powdered Sodium Chloride or potassium iodide are 

sprayed in clouds to trigger rainfall.  

Often there are clouds, but no rain. This is because of a 

phenomenon called supercooling. The temperature 

of the cloud might be close to zero and there might 

even be crystals of ice in it. 

The water vapour in the cloud does not condense to 

liquid water. The super cooling gets disturbed by 

spraying the cloud with the chemicals mentioned 

above, using a small aeroplane for the purpose. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

31. Constitution Bench to decide role of LG 

A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has referred 
to a Constitution Bench a series of appeals filed by the 
Delhi government for laying down the law on whether 
the Lieutenant Governor (LG) can unilaterally 
administer the National Capital without being bound by 
the “aid and advice” of the elected government. 

According to Article 239AA, after receiving aid and 
advice from Delhi’s council of ministers under the LG 
may or may not agree. If he disagrees on “any matter”, 
he is bound to refer it to the President for a decision. 
Pending such a decision, the LG can, in case of an 
urgency, he can go with his own action. Thus, the LG’s 
discretion is circumscribed by the President’s final 
decision. 

Article 239AA was inserted by 69th Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 1991 deals with wide range of 

provisions related to administration of Delhi which 

after the amendment renamed as National Capital 

Territory.  

Related question area: 

…Under article 239 President administers UTs 

(including those having legislative assembly), through 

LG/Administrators. He also appoints a state governor 

as administrator of neighbouring UTs. In such case, the 

governor acts independent of his state’s council of 

ministers.  

…Trap: President appoints CM for both NCT and 

Pondicherry. But oath of office for them is 

administered by respective Lieutenant Governor.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

32. Why core of the Earth remain solid? 

Scientists have discovered why the crystallised iron 
core of the Earth remains solid, despite being hotter 
than the surface of the Sun. (no need to study their 
reasons, instead we have to look at NCERT about internal 
structure of earth which is probable question area) 

 

Crust is the outer most part of the earth. It can be 
divided into two types; Continental crust and Oceanic 
crust. Former is less dense and thicker but, whereas 
later is denser and thinner. Crust is separated from the 
Mantle (middle part of the earth) by Moho’s 
discontinuity.  

Mantle has 3 part; upper most part is sold, below which 
located asthenosphere (magma chamber), then again 
solid part which is connected to the core region.  

The crust and upper most solid part of Mantle is 

together called Lithosphere.  
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Core of earth can be divided into two; liquid outer core 
and solid inner core. It is made up of very dense 
material mostly nickel and iron (nife). This region 
records the highest density inside the earth. 

Assertion: Outer core of earth is made of liquid 
material.  

Reason: S-waves does not pass through this region.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

33. Soybean used for production of graphene  

In a breakthrough, scientists have used the soybean to 
make the world’s strongest material graphene 
commercially more viable. 

How was it developed? Previously, graphene was 
grown in a highly-controlled environment with 
explosive compressed gases, requiring long hours of 
operation at high temperatures and extensive vacuum 
processing. 

Scientists at Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation in Australia have developed a 

novel “GraphAir” technology which eliminates the 

need for such a highly-controlled environment. The 
technology grows graphene film in ambient air with a 
natural precursor, making its production faster and 
simpler. With heat, soybean oil breaks down into a 
range of carbon building units that are essential for the 
synthesis of graphene. 

This technology is expected to reduce the cost of 
graphene production and improve the uptake in new 
applications. 

 Properties of Graphene  

 About 200 times stronger than steel  

 Good conductor of heat and electricity.  

 Better conductor compared to Copper  

 It is very thin and nearly transparent  

Applications of Graphene: Thinner wire connections, 
computers, solar panels, batteries, sensors and water 
filtration and purification. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

34. Barren Volcano erupts again 

India's only active volcano in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands has started spewing smoke and lava again. After 
lying dormant for 150 years, Barren Island volcano 
erupted in 1991 and since then it shows temporal 
sporadic eruption.  

 

Barren Volcanic Island:  

 The Island is situated in Andaman Sea, of the north-
eastern part of Port Blair.  

 It is a submarine emergent Volcano, which lies 
above the subduction zone of India plate and 
Burmese plate.  

 The Island is uninhabited and devoid of any 
significant vegetation and wild life.  

Other volcanoes in Andaman: The Andaman basin is 
known for strong seismicity (comes under Zone V 
classification), submarine volcanoes and hydrothermal 
activity.  

 Narcondam Island in Andaman Island is a volcanic 
island and classified as dormant volcano by 
Geological Survey of India. The island is listed under 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites and famous for its 
endemic Narcondam Hornbill.  

 Baratang Island in Andaman is famous for Mud 
volcanoes.   

Other volcanoes in India:  

 Doshi Hill is an extinct volcano in Aravalli 
range of Mahendergarh (Haryana).  

 Dhinodhar Hills is an extinct volcano in Kutch 
district of Gujarat.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

35. Zealandia given continent status  

Zealandia has recently been given the status of a 

continent by several geologists who say that the long 
lost continent is submerged under water.  

It is located on the southwest Pacific Ocean. Only 7 
percent of this continent is above the sea level, which 
makes up the parts of New Zealand. The submerged 
part of Zealandia is rich in mineral deposits.  

Zealandia is a very tectonically active region. Part of it 
is on the Australian plate, while the other part is on the 
Pacific plate.  

Currently there are 7 continents. In descending order 
of size they are: Asia > Africa > North America > South 
America > Antarctica > Europe > Australia.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

36. Seven Earth-size planets spotted 

These planets have no real names. They’re only known 
by letters, “b’’ through “h.” The letter “A” refers to the 
star itself. These 7 planets circle star named 

Trappist-1 (it is similar to sun for us), with orbits 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Andaman-and-Nicobar-Islands
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Andaman-and-Nicobar-Islands
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Barren-Island
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ranging from 1 ½ to 20 days. If Trappist-1 were our sun, 
all these planets would fit inside the orbit of Mercury. 
That’s how close they are to their star and why their 
orbits are so short.  

    These planets are among more than 3,500 planets 
discovered beyond the solar system (exoplanets) so 
far. But, this is the first time that so many Earth-sized 
planets are found around the same star.  
Unlike Earth, which rotates on its axis, the planets are 
“tidally locked to the star.” This means that one side of 
the planet has only day, and one side has only night. It 
also means the weather conditions are unlike what we 
experience on Earth. 

Trappist-1 is a small, ultracool dwarf planet with 
surface temperature much less than sun. It is located in 
constellation Aquarius which is about 40 light-years 
from Earth. TRAPPIST-1 is named after a robotic 
telescope in the Atacama Desert of Chile used to study 

the star. It Transiting Planets and Planetesimals Small 

Telescope.  

Three of the planets with ocean are exactly in the so-
called habitable zone, also known as the Goldilocks 
zone, where conditions are right for life to flourish as it 
is neither too hot, nor too cold to support liquid water. 
This is the first time so many habitable-zone planets 
found around a single star outside our solar system.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

37. Netra inducted into IAF 

IAF has formally inducted the first indigenously built 

Airborne Early Warning and Control System Netra 
developed by the DRDO. It has range of 200 km with 

240 degrees coverage of its sides at any given point 
of time.  

The IAF currently operates Israeli Phalcon airborne 

warning and control system (AWACS) mounted on 
Russian IL-76 heavy-lift planes. Phalcon has range of 
400 km with 360-degree coverage.  

The United States and Russia are the other countries 
which have developed the technology so far. 

The DRDO began a project in the 1980s to build an 
AWACS, later renamed Project Airawat, which was 
cancelled after a prototype crashed in 1999, killing all 
eight persons on board.                 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

38. Fourth series of Gold Bonds issued 

The Centre has decided to come out with the fourth 
series of Sovereign Gold Bonds 2016-17, which the RBI 
will issue on its behalf.  

The bonds will be sold through banks, Stock Holding 
Corporation of India, designated post offices and 
recognised stock exchanges — National Stock Exchange 
and Bombay Stock Exchange. 

About Sovereign Gold Bond scheme:  

Launched in 2015, the scheme was aimed to cut down 
the huge demand for the precious metal. Its salient 
features are: 

 Minimum and Maximum investment is one gm and 
500 gm respectively.  

 Interest to be obtained is at a fixed rate of 2.75 per 
cent payable every six months. 

 The Gold Bond is available in both DEMAT and 
paper form. 

 It has a tenure of 8 years, with exit options in the 
5th, 6th and 7th year. 

 At time of exit the bond can be redeemed at 
market rate of gold. 

 Can be used as collateral for loans. 

 Capital gain tax will be exempted on redemption 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

39. What is a Money bill? 

A money bill is defined by Article 110 of the 
Constitution, as a draft law that contains only 
provisions that deal with all or any of the matters listed 
therein. These comprise a set of seven features, 
broadly including items such as the  

 Imposition or regulation of a tax;  

 Regulation of the borrowing of money by the 
Government of India;  

 Withdrawal of money from the Consolidated 
Fund of India; and so forth. 

In the event a proposed legislation contains other 
features, ones that are not merely incidental to the 
items specifically outlined, such a draft law cannot be 
classified as a money bill.  

Article 110 further clarifies that in cases where a 
dispute arises over whether a bill is a money bill or not, 
Lok Sabha Speaker’s decision on the issue shall be 
considered final. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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40. What Central Wakf Council? 

It is a statutory body established in 1964 under Wakf 
Act, 1954 for the purpose of advising it on matters 
pertaining to working of the State Wakf Boards and 
proper administration of the Wakfs in the country.  

The Council is headed by Minister of minority affairs 
and there are maximum 20 other members.  

Wakf is a permanent dedication of movable or 
immovable properties for religious, or charitable 
purposes as recognized by Muslim Law, given by 
philanthropists. The grant is known as mushrut-ul-
khidmat, while a person making such dedication is 
known as Wakf. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

41. Excerpts from article about fatty acid  

There is a close link between quality/quantity of dietary 
fat and NCDs. Replacing saturated fat with PUFA 
(Polyunsaturated fatty acids) rich oils can significantly 
lower the CHD rates. Dietary fat also impacts glucose 
tolerance and insulin sensitivity.  

Consumption of MUFA (monounsaturated fatty acids) 
containing oils (like olive, mustard and groundnut 
oils) confer numerous health benefits including 
reduced risk of CHD (Coronary heart disease) and 
lung/oesophageal/breast/colorectal cancer. 

A high intake of fat/oil – particularly saturated fat, 
poses profound risk for CHD, cancer, T2DM (type 2 
diabetes) and hypertension. 

Trans fats elevate CHD risk through undesirable effect 
on serum lipids (measured for cardiovascular risk 
prediction). 

……………………………………………………………………………………  

42. Facts about Kaziranga National Park 

It is famous for the Big Five namely the Rhinoceros, 
Tiger, Elephant, Asiatic Wild Buffalo and the Eastern 
Swamp Deer. The park which is also a UNESCO heritage 
site houses the largest population (68%) of One Horned 

Rhinoceros in the world. The park where river 
Brahmaputra flows through also houses almost 
entire population of the Eastern Swamp Deer.  

The park which has one of the highest densities of 
tigers in the wild in the world, was a Tiger Reserve. And 
so it receives financial support under Project Tiger, 
centrally sponsored scheme managed by National Tiger 
Conservation Authority.  

Indian Rhinoceros (Greater one-horned rhino): They 
are the second largest species of rhinos. They are found 
in India and Nepal, and particularly in the foothills of 
the Himalayas. Status. Its IUCN status is Vulnerable.    

IUCN status of some rhinos (don’t read everything but 
important) 

Extinct: Western black rhino 

Critically Endangered: Southern Central black rhino, 
Eastern black rhino, Northern white Rhino, Sumatran 
Rhinoceros, Javan Rhinoceros (Lesser one-horned 
rhino).  

……………………………………………………………………………………  

43. Schemes for Minorities  

 Nai Roshni for leadership development of 
minority women.  

 Padho Pardesh provides interest subsidy on 
educational loans for overseas studies for 
students belonging to the minorities.  

 Seekho Aur Kamao for skill development and 
economic empowerment of minorities,  

 Upgrading Skill and Training in Traditional 
Arts/Crafts for Development (USTTAD) and  

 Nai Manzil, a central scheme launched in 2015 
to address the educational and livelihood 
needs of minority communities in general and 
Muslims in particular through educational and 
skill development programmes. It also got 
financial support from World Bank.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

44. ISRO to launch GSAT-9 in mid-2017 

What is GSAT-9? It is a communication satellite. It 
among the other provides broadcasting services to 
neighboring countries (Pakistan decided to opt out). 
The satellite will also carry GAGAN navigation payload 
that will provide GPS services to the security forces and 
air traffic control organizations. GAGAN is a regional 
GPS navigational system developed by India. The 
satellite will have a mission life of 12 years.   

What is GSLV Mk III? It is a launcher like PSLV. But 
capable of lifting 4 ton class satellites into 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (around 36,000 km 

high). At present, communication satellites (say 
INSAT and GSAT) that exceeded 2 tonnes are 
launched by Europe’s Ariane rockets. GSLV is a three 
stage launcher with solid, liquid and cryogenic stages 
respectively.  
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What is Cryogenic engine? These are the engine that is 
capable of using fuel stored at very low temperatures. 
It gives more thrust, reduce the launcher weight, lifts 
heavy satellites, etc. India cryogenic engines developed 

by the Liquid Propulsion System’s Centre, 
Thiruvananthapuram.  

In a rocket engine, fuel and a source of oxygen (called 
an oxidizer) are mixed and exploded in a combustion 
chamber. A cryogenic engine burns a highly-
efficient propellant combination. The most widely-

used combination is liquid hydrogen (as fuel) and 
liquid oxygen (as oxidizer). But their ultra-low 
temperature, particularly of liquid hydrogen, creates 
enormous problems when using them in rockets.  

The GSLV Mark-III’s new CE-20 cryogenic engine for 

the C25 cryogenic upper stage are based on a 
wholly Indian design. Though a bit less efficient in terms 
of propellant consumption it is much powerful then 
previous version.  

The final test of the Mark-III’s cryogenic stage was 

recently tested at the ISRO Propulsion Complex at 
Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu. India is only the sixth 
nation to possess cryogenic technology. Besides the 
US, Russia, France, Japan and China have successfully 
used cryogenic rockets so far. 

ISRO is currently working on semi-cryogenic engine, 
running on liquid oxygen and kerosene. A core stage 
with one such engine would raise the Mark-III’s 
capacity to 6 tonnes.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

45. Mass nesting of olive ridley this year 

A record-breaking mass nesting of olive ridley turtles 
took place at the Rushikulya rookery coast in Ganjam 
district of Odisha in February 2017. Interestingly, no 
mass nesting had taken place at the site a year ago. 

It is believed that several environmental factors, 
including chemical factors like salinity of the beach and 
the sea near the coast, may have prompted these 
marine reptiles to give the coast a miss in 2016. 

Most mass nesting sites of olive ridley turtles in the 
world are located near river mouths, where salinity is 
low. Low salinity also means more small fish and 
insects, which are food for the turtles near the coast 
during mating and mass nesting seasons.  

     High sand salinity may damage eggshells, while low 
salinity will minimise the corrosive effect. It’s possible 

the olive ridleys took the salinity factor into account 
while nesting at Rushikulya rookery coast this year.  

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary extend from Dhamra 
River mouth in the north to Mahanadi river mouth in 
the south is also known for its nesting beach for olive 
ridley sea turtles. The Gahirmatha beach separates Bay 
of Bengal from Bhitarkanika mangroves, Ramsar site, 
where rivers Dhamara (Bhitarkanika), Baitarani and 

Brahmani flowing.  

Morjim beach in Goa is another major nesting site in 
India. We have many minor sites our coastal lands.The 
coast of Odisha in India is the largest mass nesting site 
for the olive ridley, followed by the coasts of Mexico. 
Neighbouring Sri Lanka is another major site.  

About Olive Ridley turtles:  

Also known as the Pacific ridley sea turtle, Olive turtles 
are a medium-sized species of sea turtle found in warm 
and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans. They are best known for their behavior of 
synchronized nesting in mass numbers. 

The olive ridley is classified as Schedule - I species 
under Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, 
Vulnerable under IUCN Red Data book, and listed in 
Appendix I of CITES. Appendix I offers maximum 
protection while Appendix III provides least.  

The Convention on Migratory Species and the Inter-
American Convention for the Protection and 
Conservation of Sea Turtles have also provided olive 
ridleys with protection, leading to increased 
conservation and management for this marine turtle.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhamra_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhamra_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahanadi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_ridley_sea_turtle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_ridley_sea_turtle
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…Cochin forest cane, and Elongated tortoise are 
Endangered turtles in India.  

…Indian Softshell is Vulnerable turtle in India  

Operation Oliva:  

It is a mission launched by Indian Coast Guard and 
Odisha state forest department along the sea waters of 
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. It aimed to ensure safe 
mid-sea breeding of Olive Ridley turtles and to 
intercept intruding fishing vessels involved in illegal 
fishing.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

46. Sikkim becomes 22nd State to join UDAY  

UDAY or Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojna was launched 
in 2015 to help loss-making discoms turn around 
financially, with support from their State governments. 

Under the scheme, States will take over three-fourths 
of the debt of their respective discoms. The 
governments will then issue ‘UDAY bonds’ to banks and 
other financial institutions to raise money to pay off the 
banks.  

The remaining 25% of the discom debt will be dealt 
within one of the two ways - conversion into lower 
interest rate loans by the lending banks or be funded 
by money raised through discom bonds backed by State 
guarantee.  

In return for the bailout, the discoms have been given 
target dates (2017 to 2019) by which they will have to 
meet efficiency parameters such as reduction in power 
lost through transmission, theft and faulty metering, 
installing smart meters and implementing GIS 
(geographic information system) mapping of loss 
making areas. States will also have to ensure that 
power tariffs are revised regularly. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

47. Opposition to widen road in Tiger Reserve 

Wildlife conservationists have strongly criticised the 
PM headed National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) for 
granting permission to the widening of a road that falls 
in the buffer zone of the Nagarjuna Sagar- Srisailam 
Tiger Reserve and also the Ecologically Sensitive Zone 

of the Gundla Brahmeswaram Wildlife Sanctuary.  

No alternation of boundaries in national parks and 
wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval of 
the NBWL.  

Located in Telangana, Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger 
Reserve is the largest tiger reserve in India. The 

Krishna River passes through this region. The 
multipurpose reservoirs, Srisailam and Nagarjunasagar, 
are located in the reserve. The area consists mostly of 

the Nallamala Hills. It is home to Bengal Tiger, 
leopard, sloth bear, Chausingha (antelope), Mugger 
Crocodiles, etc.  

NBWL was constituted under the Wildlife Protection 
Act, 1972. The board is mammoth body with 47-
members including Parliament Members, NGOs, 
eminent conservationists, ecologists and 
environmentalists, secretaries of various departments, 
Chief of the Army Staff, Director General of Forests, etc.  

The members include 15 non-government members 
(mandatory as per act), 19 ex-officio members and 10 
government officials such as secretaries.  

There is a standing committee (headed by 
environment minister) of the board which approves 
all the projects falling within protected wildlife areas or 
within 10 km of them; but notably, the 1972 act does 
not specify the formation of the standing committee. 
………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
48. Wadhwani to implement PM YUVA scheme  

Ministry of Skill Development and Wadhwani 
Operating Foundation (WOF) have signed Agreements 
for jointly developing and implementing 
Entrepreneurship and Skill Development initiatives in 
the country with the Pradhan Mantri YUVA Scheme 
being the first joint effort in this regard. 

The WOF, in capacity of Knowledge Partner will 
contribute, free of cost, Software, Content and 
Intangibles such as faculty and field staff training and 
program consulting services under the Scheme. 

About YUVA Scheme:  

Launched by the skill Ministry in 2016 aims at providing 

online Entrepreneurship Education to about 15 lakh 
students across the country through 3000 plus Project 
Institutes consisting of Institutions of Higher Learning; 
Schools; ITIs and Entrepreneurship Development 
Centres, both Government and Private.  

Under this five-year Scheme the Ministry would also 
provide financial assistance to these institutions for 
different activities under the Scheme.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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49. ADB to loan for Visak industrial corridor 

India and ADB have signed pact for loans and grants to 

develop 800 km Visakhapatnam—Chennai 
Industrial Corridor, which is the first phase of a 
planned 2,500-km East Coast Economic Corridor 
(ECEC).  

    The loan is among the other utilized for building key 
infrastructure in the 4 main centers along the corridor 
— Visakhapatnam, Kakinada, Amaravati, and 
Yerpedu—Srikalahasti in Andhra Pradesh.  

About ECEC: It is India’s first coastal economic 
corridor along its eastern coast, stretching about 2,500 
KM from Kolkata in the north to Kanyakumari in the 
south. The benefits are 

 As it has long coastline and strategically located 
ports allow multiple international gateways to 
connect India with global value chains in East and 
Southeast Asia. There by it boosts Act east policy.  

 It supports Make in India campaign, which aims to 
boost manufacturing by attracting foreign 
investment and facilitating the establishment of 
manufacturing hubs.  

 It is also aligned with port-led industrialization 
under the Sagar Mala initiative.  

Because of the vastness of India’s eastern coastline, 
ECEC’s development is conducted in a phase manner 
ECEC is being undertaken in 3 phases: 

 Phase 1 covers the Visakhapatnam–Chennai 
Industrial Corridor;  

 Phase 2 involves the Chennai–Kanyakumari 
Industrial Corridor; and  

 Phase 3 supports Orissa and West Bengal Industrial 
Corridor. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

50. Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2016  

It seeks to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.  The 
Act provides for standards for motor vehicles, grant of 
driving licenses, and penalties for violation of these 
provisions. The Bill, introduced in Parliament in last 
year, has since been referred to a parliamentary 
standing committee. Highlights of the bill are  

-The Bill requires the central to develop a National 
Transportation Policy, in consultation with the states.   

-The Bill allows the central to order for recall of motor 
vehicles if a defect in the vehicle may cause damage to 
the environment, or the driver, or other road 

users.  The manufacturer will have to reimburse or 
replace the defective vehicle with new.  

-The Bill requires the central to constitute a Motor 
Vehicle Accident Fund to provide compulsory 
insurance cover to all road users in India.   

-The central will develop a scheme for cashless 
treatment of road accident victims during golden 
hour.  The Bill defines golden hour as the time period 
of up to an hour following a traumatic injury, during 
which the likelihood of preventing death through 
prompt medical care is the highest.  

-The Bill also increases the compensation for death in a 
hit and run case from Rs 25,000 to Rs two lakh or more, 
as prescribed by the central government. 

-The Bill defines a good samaritan as a person who 
renders emergency medical or non-medical assistance 
to a victim at the scene of an accident.  Such a person 
will not be liable for any civil or criminal action for any 
injury to or death of an accident victim.   

- The Bill increases the penalties for several offences 
under the Act.   

 For example, the maximum penalty for driving 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs has 
been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs 10,000.   

 If a motor vehicle manufacturer fails to comply 
with construction or maintenance standards of 
motor vehicles, the penalty may be a fine of up 
to Rs 100 crore, or imprisonment up to one 
year, or both. 

-The Bill also recognizes offences committed by 
juveniles. In such cases the guardian of the juvenile or 
owner of the motor vehicle will be liable subject to 
conditions.  

-This amendments to the motor vehicles law will 
empower the government to permit the testing of 
driverless vehicles. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

51. Arctic vault receives new seed deposits  

Nearly 10 years after a “doomsday” seed vault opened 
on an Arctic island, some 50,000 new samples from 
seed collections around the world, including India, have 
been deposited in the world’s largest repository built to 
safeguard against wars or natural disasters wiping out 
global food crops. The latest specimens include seeds 
grown in dry zones. The specimens consisted of seed 
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samples for some of the world’s most vital food sources 
like potato, sorghum, rice, barley, chickpea, lentil and 
wheat.  

About Svalbard Global Seed Vault: It is a gene bank 
built underground on the isolated Norwegian island in 
a permafrost zone some 1,000 kilometres from the 
North Pole, was opened in 2008 as a master backup to 
the world’s other seed banks, in case their deposits are 
lost. It is located on the Svalbard archipelago between 
mainland Norway and the North Pole.  

Conservationist Cary Fowler, in association with the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR), started the vault to preserve a wide 
variety of plant seeds that are duplicate samples, or 
“spare” copies, of seeds held in gene banks worldwide. 
The seed vault is an attempt to insure against the loss 
of seeds in other genebanks during large-scale regional 
or global crises.  

Depositors will retain ownership rights over the seeds 
sent to the facility. The boxes with seeds will be sealed 
by the depositors and will not be distributed to or given 
access to by anyone other than the depositors. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

52. What is Place of Effective Management? 
In a relief to smaller companies and firms, the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes has clarified that Place Of 
Effective Management regulations won’t apply to 
companies and firms that have a turnover or gross 
receipts of less than Rs 50 crore per annum.  

What is PoEM?: It is a tax framework recently amended 
by the government to determine the tax liability of any 
foreign company which for all purposes have a base in 
India but as part of tax planning have holding 

companies as registered outside India (i.e shell 
companies). These shell companies are only used 

for collecting dividend or interest and avoid tax liability 
in unethical way.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

53. Cabinet Okayed solar parks of 40 GW 

 The cabinet committee on economic affairs chaired by 
PM approved to double solar power generation 
capacity under the solar parks scheme to 40 GW 
(earlier target 20GW) by fiscal 2020. It will lead to 
setting up of 50 solar parks with capacity of at least 
500MW each or more across the country by 2019-20.  

These parks will be set up in partnership with Solar 
Energy Corporation of India and the state 
governments. The State governments/UTs will select 
the developer and also identify the land. It will then 
send a proposal to the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy (MNRE). Solar Energy Corporation India will 
administer the scheme under the direction of the 
MNRE. 

This move will help India to achieve 100GW of solar 
power by 2022 and to fulfill our obligation under INDC 
(Intended Nationally Determined Contributions) and 
Paris climate deal.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

54. Impatiens species spotted in Eravikulam  

Two critically endangered impatiens plant species 

spotted on the peripheries of the Eravikulam National 

Park in Kerala. These are Impatiens Mankulamensis 

and Impatiens Panduramgani.  

Impatiens, also called jewel weeds, are seen in pristine 

forests where moisture content and relative humidity 

are high. The plant normally flowers in the rainy season 

of July to October. The flowers are white in colour with 

a pink border. The Eravikulam National Park are 

surrounded by sholas.   

Sholas are patches of stunted evergreen tropical and 
sub-tropical moist broad leaf forest found in valleys 
separated by grassland in the higher mountain regions 
of South India.  

About Eravikulam National Park: It is home to Nilgiri 
Tahr (highly endangered mountain goat). It is also the 

land of “Neelakurinji”, the flower that blooms once 

in twelve years. Anamudi, the highest peak in the 
Western Ghats and South India is located here.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

55. India and Germany inked Social pact  

India and Germany have ratified the Social Security 
Agreement, which will come into force from mid this 
year, to help promote more investment flows between 
the two countries. 

The agreement establishes the rights and obligations of 
nationals of both countries and provides for their equal 
treatment and unrestricted payment of pensions even 
in case of residence in the other contracting state 
(benefits export principle). The SSA will also integrate 
the provisions of the 2008 social insurance pact that 
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exempts detached workers of the two countries from 
making social security contributions in either countries 
so long as they were making such contributions in their 
respective countries. 

India and Germany had earlier signed an Agreement on 
Social Insurance. According to this agreement, 
detached workers of the two countries were exempted 
from making social security contributions in either 
countries as long as they were making such 
contributions in their respective countries. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

56. Black rhinos on the brink of extinction 

High value for rhinoceros horn drives the African black 
rhinoceros to “the verge of extinction” – not just by 
reducing its population size, but by erasing 70% of the 
species’ genetic diversity. 

The species is now restricted to five countries, South 
Africa, Namibia, Kenya, Zimbabwe and Tanzania. Two 
centuries ago, the black rhinoceros – which roamed 
much of sub Saharan Africa – had about 60 different 
genetic lineages; but today it is reduced to one third.  

The species overall is classified as critically 
endangered, and three subspecies, one including the 
western black rhinoceros, were declared extinct by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
in 2011. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

57. PM Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan 

The Union Cabinet has approved 'Pradhan Mantri 
Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan’ to make 6 crore 
rural households digitally literate by 2019.  

It provide training for cashless transactions, including 
digital wallets, mobile banking, Unified Payment 
Interface (UPI), unstructured supplementary service 
data (USSD), and Aadhaar enabled payment system, 
among others.  

The citizens will also be given training on using 
computers and digital access devices such as 
smartphones and tablets. Sending and receiving emails, 
browsing the internet, accessing Government services, 
and searching for information are also in the 
curriculum.  

The scheme will be implemented by the Ministry of 
Electronics.  
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

58. Safeguards for tribals  

Some of the national and international safeguards (that 

appeared in the news) for Indigenous tribes who 
constitute about 8% of India’s population. 

International  

…The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People, adopted in 2007, for which India voted, 
recognises among other things indigenous peoples’ 
rights to self-determination, autonomy or self-
governance, and their right against forcible 
displacement and relocation from their lands or 
territories without free, prior and informed consent.  

…ILO’s Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, 1989 which is 
based on the “respect for the cultures and ways of life 
of indigenous peoples” and recognises their “right to 
land and natural resources and to define their own 
priorities for development.” India is not a party to this. 

…ILO’s Indigenous and Tribal Populations, 1957. India 
is member to this outdated convention. 

National 

…Most of the tribes in India are collectively identified 
under Article 342 of the Constitution as Scheduled 
Tribes, which provided them overarching immunity to 
the extent of granting them the right to self-
determination as guaranteed under Article 244 
(Administration of Scheduled Areas and Tribal Areas) of 
Part X.  

…The 6th Schedule is related to the administration of 

Tribal areas in the states of Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram. It empowers the tribal of this 
region to have exercise legislative and executive power 
through formation of autonomous districts council and 
autonomous regions council within the districts.  

…The interests of Schedule Tribes outside the North 
east is protected by 5th Schedule. The fifth schedule 

designates “Schedule areas” in large parts of India in 

which the interests of the “Scheduled Tribes” are to be 
protected. It guarantees tribal autonomy and tribal 
rights over land through a Tribal Advisory Council 
headed by respective state Chief Minister. In 
Samatha vs State of Andhra Pradesh (1997) Supreme 
Court declared that the transfer of tribal land to private 
parties for mining was null and void under the Fifth 
Schedule.  

…Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act 
1996 (enacted on the recommendation of Bhuria 



  21  

VMK’s Current Affairs Capsule - Feb, 2017 

committee), extended the provisions of 73rd 

constitutional amendment act (Part IX) to Schedule 
5 areas and those with significant tribal population. 

The Act empowers the Gram Sabha to govern their 
natural resources as well as giving them power to make 
laws governing certain aspects such as property, 
lending, land rights etc.  

…Forest Rights Act, 2006 protects the individual and 
community rights of tribal people in forest areas and 
their right to free and prior informed consent in event 
of their displacement and resettlement. 

…The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes was 
established by amending Article 338 and inserting a 

new Article 338A in the Constitution through the 
Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 2003. 

…Virginius Xaxa Committee (2013-14) deals with 
tribal welfare 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

59. Facts related to skill India 

Notified in 2013, National Skills Qualifications 
Framework (NSQF) is a competency-based framework 
that organizes all qualifications according to a series of 
levels of knowledge, skills and aptitude. These levels, 
graded from one to ten, are defined in terms of learning 
outcomes which the learner must possess regardless of 
whether they are obtained through formal, non-formal 
or informal learning.  

It is anchored in the National Skill Development 
Agency (NSDA) which is the coordinating body for skill 
development matters in India.  

National Policy for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship 2015 has emphasized on the need to 
undertake skilling in India at scale with speed, standard 
(quality) and sustainability. It mandated NSDA to 
establish and operationalise a Quality Assurance 
framework embedded in NSQF to improve consistency 
of outcomes in the skills landscape.  

The Quality Assurance Framework is a regulatory 
framework which will define the norms, quality 
standards and processes to be followed by various 
stakeholders, in the vocational education and training 
space in the country.  

National Skill Development Corporation is a PPP 
initiative to implement skill India mission. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

60. What is cloud computing?  

Simply put, cloud computing is computing based on the 

internet. In the past, people would run applications or 

programs from software downloaded on a physical 

computer or server in their building, cloud computing 

allows access to the same kinds of applications through 

the internet, on a virtual server. 

When you update your Facebook status or checking 

your bank balance on your phone, means you are using 

cloud computing. It is like having a large warehouse for 

storage which not only saves your computer material 

but also distributes and connects to a variety of other 

services. 

In cloud computing, the hardware and software are 

placed in a distributed manner and connected to form 

a “cloud” and the applications or services are served as 

Software as a Service. All the processing and file-saving 

will be done “in the cloud” of the Internet, and the 

users will plug into or access that cloud to do their 

work.  

Different services in cloud computing are  

 Software solutions provided over the Internet, 

or Software-as-a-Service,  

 Virtual server storage (Infrastructure-as-a-

Service), such as Amazon Web Services, and  

 Software and product development tools 

(Platform as-a-Service), such as Google Apps.  

Cloud computing benefits  

 Focus on firm’s main works  

 Cost-effective  

 To bring professionalism in service.  

 Flexibility 

 Disaster recovery 

 Automatic software updates 

 Free capital-expenditure 

 Work from anywhere 

 Safety and Security 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

61. Facts about Indian agricultural exports  

India’s agricultural exports have grown almost eight 
times in the last decade, from around $5 billion in 2003 
to over $39 billion in 2013, and the momentum is likely 
to continue this year.  
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One of the drivers behind India’s export growth has 
been the dramatic growth in government support 
provided to agriculture, particular for wheat and rice 
(the MSP for the two commodities have by 40% and 
75% respectively over the past six years). This helps 
improve production and keep prices competitive.  

The government’s credit support for agriculture made 
us to become an important player in the global market, 
especially for rice, cotton, sugar, and cara beef (buffalo 
meat).  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

62. MRI developer passes away 

Nobel laureate Sir Peter Mansfield, who developed 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), died.  

(Related Question area): Unlike CT (Computed 
Tomography) scans, which use X-rays, MRI scans use 
powerful magnetic fields and radio frequency pulses. 
Differences between normal and abnormal tissue is 
often clearer on an MRI image than a CT.  

There is radiation exposure in CT scan, but not in MRI. 
That’s why generally not recommended for pregnant 
women and children. MRI is a noisy test and takes 
longer than a CT.  

CT is good for detecting cancer, chest and lung issues, 
while MRI produce good pictures of organs, soft 
tissues, bone and other internal body structures. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

63. Titanium oxide is cancerous  

A common food additive found in chewing gums, 
chocolates and breads may significantly reduce the 
ability of small intestine cells to absorb nutrients and 
block pathogens.  

Titanium oxide is a common food additive and people 
have been eating a lot of it for a long time. It is generally 
recognised as safe by the US Food and Drug 
Administration and ingestion is nearly unavoidable.   

     The compound is an inert and insoluble material 
that is commonly used for white pigmentation in 
paints, paper and plastics. It is also an active ingredient 
in mineral-based sunscreens for pigmentation to block 
ultraviolet light.  

It is also used in toothpastes to create abrasion needed 
for cleaning. The oxide is also used in some chocolate 
to give it a smooth texture; in donuts to provide colour; 

and in skimmed milks for a brighter, more opaque 
appearance which makes the milk more palatable.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

64. Facts about Iodine Deficiency Disorder 

Iodine Deficiency Disorder has become a major health 
problem worldwide. One third of the world's 
population is at the risk of Iodine Deficiency Disorder. 
Iodine is required for the synthesis of the thyroid 
hormones T-3 and T- 4. It is essential for normal growth 
and development.  

An adult normally requires around 150 micrograms 
iodine per day. Commonest source is iodized salt, Milk, 
Eggs, Seaweed, fish, Meat and Cereal Grains.  

Lack of Iodine in the diet leads to Hypothyroidism, 
enlargement of the thyroid gland or Goitre, mental 
retardation, Still birth and Spontaneous abortion in 
pregnant women, Congenital abnormalities like deaf-
mutism (inability to speak) and dwarfism, defect in 
vision, hearing and speech. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

65. BNHS for Ramsar Thane Creek   

Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) pitches for 

Ramsar tag to Thane Creek. The Creek was recently 

declared as a Flamingos Sanctuary by 
the Government of Maharashtra. It hosts huge number 
of Greater and Lesser flamingos for nearly six months 
every year. Besides flamingos, the creek is the winter 
refuge for many species of migratory birds including 
large number of Pied Avocets, Black-tailed Godwits, 
Common Redshanks found here.  

   Additionally BNHS also bats for Jalgaon's Hatnur 
Damn (in Maharashtra) to add it to Ramsar list.  BNHS  

BNHS is a pan-India wildlife research NGO. It has been 
promoting the cause of nature conservation for since 
1883. 

It is better to mention here that state forest 
department way back in 2013 had identified and 
proposed five prominent wetlands to be declared as 
Ramsar sites.  

1. Aurangabad's Jaikwadi Bird Sanctuary, 
2. Pune's Ujni Reservoir,  
3. Sewri Creek or Mahul-Sewri Mudflats,  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Bombay-Natural-History-Society
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Government-of-Maharashtra
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Aurangabad
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4. Nashik's Nandur Madhmeshwar Bird 
Sanctuary, and  

5. Buldhana's Lonar Lake Sanctuary  

(Related question area) 

…The theme of World Wetlands Day (Feb 2) for 2017 is 
‘Wetlands for Disaster Risk Reduction’. India is a party 
to the Ramsar Convention since 1982.  

…Montreux Record under the Ramsar Convention is a 
register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of 
International Importance where changes in ecological 
character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to 
occur as a result of technological developments, 
pollution or other human interference. 

… (Recently in News) Bhoj Wetlands, Bhopal and 
East Kolkata Wetlands is among the 26 Ramsar site in 
India. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

66. What is Satluj Yamuna Link Canal?  

It is ongoing 200 km plus long canal to connect the 
Sutlej and Yamuna rivers. Punjab opposing the sharing 
of Sutlej water with Haryana through this project.   

(Related question area) 

…Article 262 empowers parliament to enact law to 

adjudication of inter-state rivers disputes. It also bars 

judiciary to look into this adjudication. Accordingly, 

Parliament enacted two laws 

1. River Boards Act (1956): It allows centre to 

established river boards on the request of disputed 

State, to regulate and develop the inter-state rivers 

and river valleys. 

2. Inter-State water Disputes Act, 1956: It empowers 

centre to constitute Ad hoc tribunals to adjudicate 

river water disputes between two or more. Its 

decision is binding and final.  

…About Sutlej: It rises near Rakastal which is fed by the 

lake Mansrover in the Tibetan Plateau where it is 

known as Zagbo. It enters India near Shipkilla in 

Himachal Pradesh, then moving in southwest direction 

meets Beas in Punjab and then Chenab in Pakistan, 

then confluence with Indus.  

…About Yamuna: It originates from the Yamunotri 

glacier, at the Banderpoonch peak in Uttarakhand. The 

catchment of the river also extends to states of 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, UP and 

Madhya Pradesh. It river confluence with the River 

Ganga at Allahabad. The main tributaries joining the 

Yamuna include Chambal (largest tributary), Hindon, 

Sind, Betwa and Ken. 

…Major rivers flowing in Punjab are Ghagghar, Beas 

and Sutlaj.  

…Major rivers flowing in Haryana are Ghagghar, 

Sahibi (an ephemeral river) and Yamuna.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

67. Excerpts about Air pollution 

…Assertion: The dip in temperature affects the 

respiratory system and causes a marginal spurt in viral 

and respiratory ailments.   

Reason: Cold air and dry air acts as irritant which leads 

to more inflammation - More mucous production - 

Narrowing of airways - Increased breathing difficulty - 

Shortness of breath - Chest tightness - Chough or 

wheezing.  

http://www.india-wris.nrsc.gov.in/wrpinfo/index.php?title=Ghagghar
http://www.india-wris.nrsc.gov.in/wrpinfo/index.php?title=Ghagghar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephemeral
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…Assertion: Air pollution affects people of all age group 
but children are most vulnerable to negative effects of 
air pollution.  

Reason: Children have high breathing rate to body size 
ratio and less developed natural barriers in the lungs.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

68. Madras court scraped TNPSC appointments 

11 members of Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission 
were set aside by the Madras High Court and the 
Supreme Court recently.  

 (U need not know anything about this news, directly go to 
Lakmikanth and read State Public Service Commission - SPSC) 

Some Traps:  

-Though appointed by Governor, members and 
chairman of SPSC, can be removed only by President 
on same ground and manner of UPSC.  

-Their salaries are charged on consolidated fund of the 
State. 

-A member of a SPSC (on ceasing to hold office), is 
eligible for appoint as Chairman of any SPSC including 
one in which he is a member currently.  

-Chairman and members of SPSC hold office for 6 years 

or 62.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

69. Delhi court, Attorney not under RTI 

The Delhi HC ruled that the office of Attorney General 
of India (AGI) does not come under the ambit of RTI Act 
as it is not a public authority under the act. 

Article 76 mentions about AGI as the highest legal 
officer in the country.  

Article 88 mentions about rights of AGI with respect to 
the Houses of Parliament and its Committees, which 
includes: He has the right to speak and to take part in 
the proceedings of both Houses of Parliament and their 
joint sittings and any committee of Parliament of which 
he may be a member. But he does not have the right to 
vote in the Parliament.  

He is entitled to the powers, privileges and immunities 
similar to Member of Parliament enjoyed under the 
Article 105.  The occupant of AGI is not barred to 
practise the legal service privately because he is not a 
full time public servant.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

70. What is Algorithmic trading?  

It is the process of using pre-set computer programmes 
to execute trades at a speed and frequency that is 
impossible for a human trader. Its benefits are  

 Trades executed at the best possible prices  

 Reduced transaction costs  

 Simultaneous automated checks on multiple 
market conditions  

 Reduced risk of manual errors in placing the 
trades  

 Reduced possibility of mistakes by human 
traders based on emotional and psychological 
factors  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

71. About National Songs, anthem, and Flag 

 (Question area related to controversies surrounding 
National anthem, national flag, etc.) 

National song  

Our national song ‘Vande Matram’ is originally a poem 

composed in Sanskrit by Bankimchandra Chatterji in his 

novel Anandamath. It was first sung at the 1896 

session (a calcutta) of the Indian National Congress by 

Rabindranath Tagore. Sri Aurobindo translated it in 

English. It enjoys equal status with our National 

Anthem. There is no time limit to sing this.  

National Anthem 

Our National Anthem is the first stanza of Rabindranath 
Tagore’s Jana-gana-mana poem which consisted of 5 
stanzas. Originally composed in Sanskritized Bengali. It 
was translated to Hindi and Urdu by Abid Ali. It was 
first sung in 1911 Calcutta session of INC.  

     In its Hindi version it was adopted as National 

Anthem of India by the Constituent Assembly on 24 
January 1950. Playing time - full version (52 seconds). 
A short version consisting of the first and last lines of 
the stanza (20 seconds) is also played on certain 
occasions. 

Fundamental Duty: Under Article 51A, it shall be the 
duty of every citizen of India to abide by the 
Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the 
National Flag and the National Anthem. It does not 
explicitly mention the National song - Vande Matram.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anandamath


  25  

VMK’s Current Affairs Capsule - Feb, 2017 

National Flag 

 The Constituent Assembly, set up a Flag Committee (a 
minor committee), headed by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, to 
design the flag for free India. Some other members of 
the Committee were Abul Kalam Azad, Sarojini Naidu, 
C.Rajagopalachari, and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. The 
Assembly adopted the present flag design was on 22 
July 1947. Hoisting and use (including misuse and 
insult) of the Indian National Flag is regulated by the 
Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 
1950; the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 
1971; and Flag Code of India, 2002.  

‘Flag Code-India’ is neither a statute nor a statutory 
rule or regulation. It is, in reality, a mere consolidation 
of executive instructions issued by the Government of 
India from time to time and contains detailed 
instruction in regard to the shape, size and colour of the 
National Flag, the correct display, instances of misuse 
and display on National Days or special occasions.  

Some imports from flag code are (try to use common 
sense in similar cases. For example, we know damaged and 
toiled flag should not be used for hoisting.  

 Flag should be made of hand-spun and hand-

woven wool/cotton/silk khadi bunting. 

 It should be rectangular in shape with length to the 
height (width) ratio of 3:2. 

 There shall be no restriction on the display of the 
National Flag by members of general public, 
private organizations, educational institutions with 
conditions as they are entitled to do so under 
Article 19.  

 The Flag shall not be used for commercial purposes 
in violation of the Emblem and Names (Prevention 
of Improper Use) Act, 1950; 

 Flag should not be used as a drapery in any form 
whatsoever in private funerals. 

 Should not display intentionally with ‘Saffron’ 
down  

 Public/government building fly flag even in 
holidays 

 Flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered slowly 
and ceremoniously. 

 When displayed in a straight line with flags of other 
countries, the National Flag shall be on the 
extreme right. When India flag is flown with UN 
flag, the later can be displayed on either side, but 
still extreme right is allocated to India flag.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

72. GANHRI differed re-accreditation for NHRC 

 The Global Alliance for National Human Rights 
Institutions (GANHRI), has deferred NHRC’s (India) re-
accreditation until November 2017.  

About GANHRI:  

During a conference in Tunis in 1993, NHRIs across the 
world collectively established the International 
Coordinating Committee of NHRIs (ICC) with the aim to 
coordinate the activities of the NHRI network. In 2016, 
the ICC changed its name into GANHRI.  

 It is affiliated to the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. It gives accreditation to the NHRIs 
around the world based on UN’s Paris Principles which 
deals with status and functioning of national 
institutions working for promotion and protection of 
human rights.  

About NHRC: (Read about NHRC in Laxmikanth) 

Some trap points: It consist of 5 members including its 
Chairman, excluding 4 ex-officio members who are 
Chairpersons of four National Commissions of 
Minorities, SC, ST and Women.  

Commission members including Chairman are 
appointed by President but their salaries and 
allowances are determined by Central government. 

It can’t enquire the human rights violation if it 
happened one year before.  

It has only recommendatory powers. It has no power 
to punish or to give monetary rewards. However it can 
approach Supreme and High courts for relief. It submits 
non-binding annual reports to the Central government 
(not to the President).  

 ………………………………………………………………………………… 

73. Unmanned vehicles in India 

The Combat Vehicles Research and Development 
Establishment, a DRDO laboratory, is developing 
various unmanned ground vehicles (UGV) under its 
Muntra project.  

 Muntra-N is designed for nuclear, biological and 

chemical (NBC) reconnaissance  

 Muntra-M is intended for mine detection missions.  

Some Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in India today are 

Rustom, Nishant, Panchi, Lakshya, and Daksh.  
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…………………………………………………………………………………… 

74. Can Article 370 be Revoked Unilaterally?  

According to Article 370, President is authorised to 
scrap this article by public notification only on the 

recommendation of Constituent Assembly of the 
Jammu and Kashmir. Since the last Constituent 
Assembly was dissolved in 1957 after it completed the 
task of framing the state’s Constitution. Presently, if 
Centre want to scrap Article 370, then a fresh 
constituent Assembly will have to be formed. The 
constituent Assembly will consist of the same MLAs 
elected to the State Assembly.  

(Related question area) 

…Article 35A gives special rights and privileges to 
permanent residents of J&K, and empowers its 
legislature to frame any law without attracting a 
challenge on grounds of violating the right to equality 
of people from other states or any other right under the 
Indian Constitution.  

…Article 370 in the Part 21 of the Constitution is a 
'temporary provision' which grants special 
autonomous status to Jammu and Kashmir. Some of 
the privileges of J&K are  

 Except for defence, foreign affairs, finance and 

communications, the Parliament needs the state 

government's concurrence for applying all other 

laws.  

 Legislative powers: The state's residents live under 

a separate set of laws, including those related to 

citizenship, ownership of property, and 

fundamental rights, as compared to other Indians.  

 Territory: Indian Parliament cannot increase or 

reduce the borders of the state. Further Indian 

citizens from other states cannot purchase land or 

property in Jammu & Kashmir.  

 Emergency Provisions: The Union government 

cannot declare emergency on grounds of internal 

disturbance or imminent danger without 

concurrence of the state government. Further, 

Center has no power to declare financial 

emergency under Article 360 in the state.  

 Centre can declare emergency in the state only in 

case of war or external aggression.  

 A Constitution amendment becomes applicable to 

J&K only after the President issues an order. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

75. Brown label and white label ATM 

Since, 2015, 100% FDI is allowed in White Label ATM 
operations under automatic route, subject to the 
following conditions:  

Any non-bank entity intending to set up WLA should 
have minimum net worth of Rs. 100 crore as per latest 
financial years audited balance sheet, which is to be 
maintained at all times.  

In case the entity is also engaged in any other 18 Non-
Banking Finance Company (NBFC) activities, then the 
entity also comply with the minimum capitalization 
norms for foreign investment in NBFC activities.  

Ordinary Bank ATM: It is traditional ATM which is 
owned and operated by the respective bank.  

Brown Label ATM: In this, banks handover the 
maintenance and operation of ATM services to a third 
party. So that banks can do well in their core banking 
activities. These ATM have logo of respective banks.  

White Label ATM: It owned and operated by non-bank 
entities with no formal association with any particular 
bank. That’s why it does not have any bank logo.  It is 
common ATM, anyone can use the service subject to 
service charge. Example: Indicash (of TATA). 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

76. Therapeutic properties of Neurocalyx proved 

Scientists at the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic 
Garden and Research Institute (JNTBGRI) confirmed the 

multiple therapeutic properties of Neurocalyx 
calycinus used by the Cholanaickan tribe to treat 

inflammations and wounds. This medicinal plant is 
endemic to the southern parts of Western Ghats and 
Sri Lanka. 

This herbal drug possesses wound-healing, burn-
healing, anti-cancer, analgesic, anti-inflammatory, 
immuno- enhancing, platelet-augmentation and anti-
oxidant effects. The presence of high Vitamin E content 
and potent cytoprotective activity in cell lines in the 
plant species have also enhanced the prospects of 
developing an anti-cancer drug. 

About Cholanaickan tribe: They are vulnerable groups 
in Kerala. They are the only surviving hunter gatherer 
tribe in India. They do not engage in farming. They are 
the only tribal community in Asia that lives in rock-cave 
shelters.  
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…………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Expected in 2017 prelims) 

77. Royal Indian Navy’s 70th anniversary 

Royal Indian Navy’s 70th anniversary of the Mutiny was 
celebrated on February 18th, 2017.  

About RIN Mutiny: Often called as ‘forgotten mutiny’, 
it was started as a response to racial discrimination. 
Some of its highlights are  

 Mutineers declared the RIN renamed as the ‘Indian 

National Navy’.  

 They also decided that their struggle would be a 

non-violent one  

 They took orders ‘only from the national leaders’.  

 The mutiny spread to Kochi, Vizag, Chennai, 

Karachi and Kolkata.  

 The Gurkhas in Karachi refused to fire on the 

mutineers.  

 Local people extended support to the ratings by 

offering free food and organizing protests in 

support of mutiny.  

Though it started as a food riot but very soon a formal 
list of demands such as release of all Indian political 
prisoners, withdrawal of Indian troops from Indonesia 
and Egypt, equal status of pay and allowances, 
Independence etc.  

The ratings agreed to surrender after interference of 
Sardar Patel and Mohammad Ali Jinnah.  

(Read more about this revolt in Spectrum history book) 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

78. Irrawaddy dolphins census conducted  

As per the 2017 census report by Odisha state forest 
department, Chilika Lake emerged as primary habitat 
for Irrawaddy dolphins. It also present in water bodies 
of Bhitarkanika National Park and Gahirmatha Marine 
Sanctuary in significant numbers.  

Besides Irrawaddy dolphins other dolphin species that 
were reported are Humpback, Bottlenose and 
Pantropical spotted dolphin species.  

Worldwide population of Irrawaddy dolphins which as 
Vulnerable status (IUCN) is less than 7500, out of which 
Bangladesh has 6000.  They can be found in rivers, lakes 
and seas across southern Asia, from the northwest Bay 
of Bengal, in India, to the south of Indonesia.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

79. Delhi metro to go with LEED 

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, along with the US 
Green Building Council (USGBC) and the Green 
Business Certification Inc. (GBCI), announced the 
world’s first LEED for transit rating system.  
With this, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation will be the first 

metro network in the world to pursue the pilot - LEED 

v4 O+M (Operation and Maintenance): Transit - for its 

stations in Delhi-NCR. Also, the Metro Bhawan is the 

first building to pursue and achieve LEED certification.  

About LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design): It is an international certification run by 
USGBC, which provides a framework to building owners 
and operators for identifying and implementing 
practical green building solutions.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

80. Environment ministry to get rid of SO2 

Ministry of Environment has decided to use Flu-Gas 
Desulfurization (FGD) to reduce emissions from 
thermal power plants which releases emissions such as 
sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides. 
Sulfur dioxide emissions are a primary contributor to 
acid rain.  

About FGD technology: It is a set of technologies used 
to remove sulfur dioxide (SO2) from exhaust flue gases 
of fossil-fuel power plants, as well as from the 
emissions of other sulfur oxide emitting processes. For 
a typical coal-fired power station, flue-gas 
desulfurization (FGD) may remove 90 percent or more 
of the SO2 in the flue gases.  

What is Flue Gases: It is a mixture of gases which is 
by produce by combustion of fuel and other materials 
in power stations and various industrial plants and 
released in the atmosphere via flu (ducts).  

     It largely contains oxides of nitrogen derived from 
combustion of air, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, 
water vapour, excess oxygen, sulphur oxides, 
particulate matter like soot.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

81. Citizens Whistleblower Forum started  

A group of eminent citizens led by Prashant Bhushan 
will set up a Citizens Whistleblower Forum to hear 
complaints of corruption from whistleblowers.  
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Whistleblower Protection Act was passed in 2011, the 
government yet to notify the Act.  

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) was authorised in 
2004 to handle complaints made by whistleblowers 
and also ensure their protection.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

82. Women Parliament held in AP 

A three-day National Women’s Parliament (NWP), was 

organized in Amravati recently. At the end of meet, 

NWP came out with Amaravati Declaration on 

women empowerment.  

The vision of NWP is to enable and encourage social, 

political and economic empowerment of women in all 

strata of the society. One of the objectives of NWP is to 

generate new ideas, concepts, theories and ideologies 

for women empowerment.  

The AP Legislative Assembly is organising the event 

and the state government is hosting it with the support 

of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and 

Inter-Parliamentary Union among others. 

NWP acted as a common platform for women from 

diverse backgrounds like politics, arts and culture, 

sports, education, industry, media, cinema, judiciary 

and social sector to share their knowledge and research 

in the area of women’s social, economic and political 

empowerment.  

The NWP would facilitate interaction between women 

from all backgrounds and also girl students to sensitise 

the society on issues like malnutrition, social security, 

sexual harassment, sanitation, oppression and other 

gender-based problems. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

83. Dalhousie Road renamed to Dara Road.  

Dalhousie Road in Delhi to be renamed as Dara Shikoh 
Road.  

About Dara Shikoh: 

 He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan who favoured him 
as successor. He lost war of succession to Aurangzeb.  

He developed an early interest in the esoteric aspects 
of Islam and mysticism and in Hindu philosophy.  

He was a philosopher, tolerant and pluralist, who tried 
to find common threads in Islam and Hinduism.  

His Majma- al-Bahrain (Mingling of the Two Oceans), is 

one of the earliest works to explore both the diversity 

of religions and a unity of Islam and Hinduism and other 

religions.  

With the help of pandits, he also translated more than 

50 volumes of the Upanishads from Sanskrit to Persian 

into a tome called Sirr-e-Akbar (The Greatest Secret).  

He had served as governor of Lahore, Allahabad, 

Malwa, Gujrat, Multan, Kabul and Bihar.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

84. Madhwa Navami celebrated in Karnataka 

Recently Madhwa Navami festival was celebrated in 

Udupi district of Karnataka. This annual festival is 

celebrated to commemorate the journey of great Sri 

Madhwacharya to Badrinath where he went to meet 

his Guru Veda Vyasa but never returned.  

About Madhwacharya: He was an Indian philosopher 
and chief exponent of Dvaita (Dualism) philosophy.  

He was born in 13th century AD in Udupi district of 
Karnataka and also known as Anandatirtha or 
Purnaprajna.  

His followers known as Madhvas consider him as 
incarnation of wind God VAYU.  

He differed significantly from traditional Hindu belief of 

Universal Salvation which states that all souls will 

eventually obtain Moksha, even though it may be after 

millions of rebirths.  

He divided the souls into 3 categories such as Mukti 

Yogyas (souls qualify for liberation), Nitya Samsarins 

(souls subjected to eternal rebirth) and Tamo Yogyas 

(souls that will eventually condemned to hell).  

-He criticized and outlawed Devadasi system  

Dvaita Philosophy (Dualism): It is an outshoot of the 
Vedanta Philosophy of ancient India. It proclaims that 
God and Souls are different entities and that souls are 
not created by God but depend on Him for their 
existence. It is opposite to Advaita Philosophy of 
Shankaracharya which believes in Monism (Non-
dualism).  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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(Expected in 2017 prelims)  

(Because 20th year of CWC, mass killings in middle east using 
chemical weapon and use of VX (nerve agent), a banned 
chemical weapon under CWC, which was allegedly used for 
murdering a relative of North Korean leader).  

85. Chemical Weapon Convention’s 20th year 

The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) which came 
into force in 1997, is an arms control treaty which 
outlaws the production, stockpiling, and use of 
chemical weapons and their precursors.  

As of today OPCW has 192 Member States including 
India which ratified the convention way back to 1990’s. 
All parties to the CWC are automatically members of 
the OPCW. Israel, North Korea, Egypt and South Sudan 
are not ratified this convention.  

CWC is administered/implemented by the Organisation 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), an 
intergovernmental organization based in Hague, 
Netherlands. The OPCW is not an agency of UN but 
have working relationship with same. It was awarded  
Nobel Peace Prize in 2013.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

86. “Saathiya Resource Kit” launched 

Ministry of Health has recently launched “Saathiya 
Resource Kit” and “Saathiya Salah” mobile app for 
adolescents as part of Rashtriya Kishore Swasthya 
Karyakram (RKSK).  

The kit has been launched to help Peer Educators, to 
communicate with adolescents and answer all their 
questions concerned with health at the grass 
root/village level.  

Launched by Ministry of Health in 2014 Rashtriya 
Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (National Adolescent 
Health Programme) address the health needs of 
adolescents under the National Rural Health mission.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget 2017-18 

 

Notice: Here we must understand one thing, UPSC hardly ask 
1 or 2 question, from the Budget content per se, that too not 
always. So reading the budget alone is an incomplete 
exercise. What we need to do is to study the relevant 
information of a particular topic in which Budget has brought 
significant changes. Further, reading budget does not mean 
memorizing whole budget with useless yearly figures, rather 
we have to read only major new initiatives. In this context 
below content is more than enough, we have presented all 
adequate information here, so U need not look anywhere.  

The Union Budget, also referred to as the Annual 

Financial Statement in Article 112 of the Constitution 
for long was presented on the last working day of 
February by the Finance Minister in the Parliament. 
Breaking the legacy, Budget for the fiscal year 2017-18 
was presented on 1st Feb. Some of the benefits are  

 It enables to complete the legislative exercise 

and approve the Finance Bill before the start of 

the Financial Year on 1 April.  

 It ensures the spending on schemes starts from 

1st April to provide a boost to the economy. 

Earlier, spending would start after the first 

quarter of the Financial Year. 

 Taxpayers, get sufficient time in working out 

their tax planning and advance tax payment 

schedules based on tax proposals put forth.  

However, the availability of data and assessing the 

trends/projections may pose a challenge. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Railway 

1. For passenger safety, a Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha 
Kosh will be created with a corpus of 1 lakh crores over 
a period of 5 years.  

………………………………………… 

2. ‘Coach Mitra’, a single window interface, to register 
all coach related complaints and requirements to be 
launched.  

………………………………………… 

3. Railway budget merged with General budget.  

This merger is based on the recommendations of the 
Bibek Debroy Committee.   

https://www.opcw.org/about-opcw/opcw-agreements/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Nobel_Peace_Prize
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Reason for merger: It accounts for just 15% of the total 
union budget.  

 It contribution to GDP is not touched even 2%. 

Impact of merger: 

1. Railways will continue to function as a 
departmentally run commercial undertaking. 

2. A separate Statement of Budget Estimates and 
Demand for Grant will be created for Railways in 
the General Budget.  

3. This will save the time of the parliamentarians by 

not having to pass two separate Bills. A single 

Appropriation Bill, will be prepared and presented 

by Finance Minister and all legislative work 

connected therewith will be handled by Ministry of 

Finance. 

4. It will free the Railways of the obligation of paying 
the annual dividend.  

5. Here after reduction in the allocation of funds to 

the Union Budget after the merger would mean a 

necessary similar cut in the allocation of expenses 

to the railways. 

6. Ministry of Finance will provide Gross Budgetary 

Support to Ministry of Railways towards meeting 

part of its capital expenditure 

7. Railways may continue to raise resources from 

market through Extra-Budgetary Resources as at 

present to finance its capital expenditure 

8. Professionalism railway management and lesson 

the populism associated with Railway. 

Background of Railway Budget:  

Based on the recommendation of Acworth Committee 
separate railway budget was presented since 1924 to 
better focus on Railways which then contributed two-
third of the total budget.   

After, independence separate railway budget was 

continued as recommended by Gopalaswamy 

Ayyangar committee as Railway contributed more than 

rest of the others.  

Presently though Indian railway is the largest employer 

in the country with largest rail network in the world, it 

is economically an underperformer.  

   Salaries to the Railway personnel account for more 

than 50% of its expenses. Further, passenger tariff yield 

is just 25% of its revenue generation.  

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Finance 

1. India’s tax to GDP ratio is among the lowest in the 
world. As against 5 crore informal sector individual 
enterprises and firms doing small business in India, the 
number of returns filed by this category are only 2 
crore. 

………………………………………… 

2. What is escape clause in the context of fiscal deficit? 
It is a way to adjust (usually to exceed) the fixed target 
of fiscal deficit.  This concept was propounded by N.K 
Singh committee on reviewing performance on fiscal 
discipline. The committee which recommended 3% 
fiscal deficit for the next three years, provided ‘escape 
clauses’, with deviations up to 0.5% of GDP, from the 
stipulated fiscal deficit target. 

………………………………………… 

3. The Budget abolished the plan & non-plan 
expenditure classification. 

 It will avoid distortions in allocating resources between 
maintenance of existing assets and creation of new 
assets.  

Plan Expenditure refers to government expenditure to 
create new productive assets in the current year. For 

instance expenditure to build new schools, roads, 

railway lines, ports etc. But once these assets came in 
operation then expenditure made on them (say salary 
of school teachers) will fall under non- plan 
expenditure. Successive governments in India, in the 
name of creating productive asset overemphasized 
plan expenditure and neglected the significance of 
maintenance under non-plan expenditure. 

It must be clarified here that the synonymous usage of 
the term Developmental Expenditure and Plan 
Expenditure is completely wrong. This is because non-
plan expenditure also contains developmental 
element.  

The non-plan expenditure refers to expenditure made 

on maintaining the existing projects and 

schemes. It may either be revenue expenditure or capital 
expenditure. It constitutes bulk of the government’s 
expenditure. It includes expenses on heads such as 
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interest payment on government debt, subsidies, 
defence, salaries, pensions, capital grants to States 
and foreign nations and maintenance of all other 
expenditure (i.e. assets) created in previous plan period 
etc. 

None of the developing and developed countries in the 
world classifies expenditure as plan and non-plan. Even 
in our constitution there is no mention about such kind 
of illogical classification. Many committees and 
commission including 14th Finance Commission 
recommended for abolition of plan and non-plan 
classification. With the dismantling of Planning 
Commission such classification has become more 
irrelevant. 

………………………………………… 

4. In Budget, centre has proposed to issue 
electoral bonds for political funding  

Authorised by the RBI, electoral bonds are issued by 

Scheduled banks. Anyone who wishes to contribute to 
election funding can buy the bonds with legitimate 
funds. It can then be contributed to any recognized 
political party’s designated account. The party can then 
cash it for its election expenses using their notified 
bank account.  

     By buying the bond and then giving it to the party of 
his or her choice and individual or firm is able to 
maintain a veil secrecy in who he or she is funding.  

Further the budget proposed that cash contributions to 
political parties will be limited to 2000 instead of the 
earlier limit of 20,000 and that contributions above that 
can either be through cheques or electronic transfers 
or by way of anonymous bonds.  

………………………………………… 

5. Demonetization: A discussion  

The first demonetization in the independent India was 
done in the year 1946 and another one in the year 
1978. At that time the currency notes of higher 
denomination constituted only 3% of the total currency 
in the circulation and its effect on the inconvenience 
was minimal.  

     As far as Demonetization of 2016 is concerned, the 
rupees 500 and 1000 constituted under gigantic share 
of 86% of the notes in circulation. 

In India only 10-15 per cent of the population is 
estimated to have ever used any kind of non-cash 
payment instrument, compared to 40% of people in 

Brazil and China. In India most of the transactions are 
settled in cash, one of the highest percent in the world.  

     In fact, India has one of the lowest numbers of point 
of sale terminals per million inhabitants, compared to 
other developing countries including Brazil and China. 

Legal tender (or Fiat Money):  

This term denotes the money issued by the monetary 
authority or the government which cannot be refused 
by anyone as a medium of exchange and payment for a 

money debt. The RBI Act of 1934 gives the central 
bank the sole right to issue bank notes and shall act as 
the legal tender at any place in India including J&K.  

The legal tender money is of two types:  

1. Limited Legal Tender Money: This is a form of money 
which a person beyond certain limit may refuse to 
accept as medium of exchange and no legal action can 
be taken against. Coins are limited legal tender in India. 
 

2. Unlimited Legal Tender Money: A person who refuses to 
accept this money, a legal action can be taken against. 
Currencies are unlimited legal tender in India.  

Non-Legal Tender Money (or Fiduciary Money):   

It is a form of money which is generally accepted, but legally 
it is not bound to accept it. Cheques, bank drafts, bills of 
exchange, postal orders etc are not legal tenders and are 
accepted only at the option of the creditor, lender or seller. 
It is also called the optional money because it does not have 
legal backing and their acceptance is optional. 

………………………………………… 

6. Outcome Budget adopted  

 For the first time, a consolidated Outcome Budget, covering 
all Ministries and Departments, is being laid along with the 
Union Budget. 

What is Outcome Budget? It measures the tangible and 
physical outcomes of budgetary allocation. In which the 
outcomes are expressed in terms of quantitative targets. For 
instance, it checks whether money allocated for constructing 
100 schools had been really spend and the school has indeed 
come up.  

Other budgeting methods 

…In Zero-based budgeting allocation for each and every 
schemes must be justified for every fiscal year. In which the 
outlay of particular scheme will be depend on its present 
necessity. It is least concern the allocation to the projection 
in the previous budget.  
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…In incremental budgeting allocation will progressively 
higher than previous year irrespective of its outcome and 
relevance.  

(It is better to mention here that, Delhi Assembly has 
adopted Outcome budgeting for the fiscal year 2017-18, and 
hence it became the first state in India to do so) 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Skill 

1. The next phase of Skill Strengthening for Industrial 

Value Enhancement (STRIVE) will be launched in the 

financial year 2017-18. It will focus on improving the 
quality and market relevance of vocational training 
provided in it is and strengthen the apprenticeship 
programmes through industry cluster approach. 

………………………………………… 

2. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras will be extended 
from current 60 to cover more than 600 districts across 
the country. These are models Centers for providing 
skill training under the National Skill Development 
Corporation.  

………………………………………… 

3. (Expected in 2017 prelims)  

SANKALP (Skill Acquisition and Knowledge 
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion Programme) 
will launched in the fiscal year 2017-18 to provide 
market relevant training to 3.5 crore youth. 

………………………………………… 

4. A DigiGaon initiative will be launched to provide 
tele-medicine, education and skills through digital 
technology.  

………………………………………… 

5. One hundred, India International Skills Centres will 
be established across the country. These centres would 
offer advanced training and also courses in foreign 
languages. This will help those of our youth who seek 
job opportunities outside the country. 

………………………………………… 

6. Centre has proposed to increase the allocations for 
Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 
Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) which aimed to 
promote skill development and livelihood opportunities 
for people in rural areas.  

About DAY-NRLM: Aajeevika or NRLM was launched 
by the Ministry of Rural Development in 2011. It was 
renamed DAY-NRLM in 2015. Supported by the World 
Bank this scheme gives loan to Self Help Groups at 
lower interest rate. As a part of this scheme women 

farmers have been supported under Mahila Kisan 
Sashaktikaran Pariyojana to promote sustainable 

agricultural practices. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Education 

1. The Ministry of Human Resource will soon set up a 

department - National Testing Agency to conduct 
examinations for higher and secondary education. NTA 
will be the single authority that will conduct entrance 
tests for all higher institutions like JEE, NEET, NET and 
other prestigious exams. 

………………………………………… 

2. Two new All India Institutes of Medical Sciences to 
be set up in Jharkhand and Gujarat.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Health 

1. Government has prepared an action plan to 
eliminate Kala-Azar and Filariasis by 2017, Leprosy by 
2018, Measles by 2020 and Tuberculosis by 2025.  

     It also evolved action plan to reduce IMR from 39 in 
2014 to 28 by 2019 and MMR from 167 in 2011-13 to 
100 by 2018-2020.  

………………………………………… 

 (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

2. Prices of coronary stents slashed  

In line with 2017-18 budget commitments, National 
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority issued notification for 
fixing the ceiling prices of coronary stents.  

Earlier, prices of stents jumped exponentially by as 
much as 1,000 per cent from the production till the 
time it reaches patients, with hospitals and cardiologist 
enjoying abnormally high margins of close to 600 per 
cent. Following the notification, all stent 
manufacturers as well as importers would have to price 
their products below the notified ceiling price. Since 
hospitals also function as retailers of stents they would 
be required to display the prices prominently in the 
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hospital premises, as per the Drug Price Control Order 
2013.  

A coronary stent is a tube-shaped device placed in the 
arteries that supply blood to the heart. It keeps the 
arteries open in the treatment of coronary heart 
diseases. Among the stents, Drug Eluting Stents have 

market share of 90%, rest is Bare Metal Stents type. 

Stents had been included in the National List of 
Essential Medicines, last year, and then at the end of 
the same year it were added to the Schedule I of the 
Drug Prices Control Order, 2013, bringing the devices 
under price control regime.  

National List of Essential Medicines: It is a dynamic list 
and reviewed by Health Ministry every three years to 
include or exclude drugs as relevant to the newest 
medical innovations and aligned to the current market 
competition. 

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority: It was 
established, inter alia, to fix/ revise the prices of 
controlled bulk drugs and formulations and to enforce 
prices and availability of the medicines in the country, 
under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 1995. It also 
entrusted with the task of recovering amounts 
overcharged by manufacturers for the controlled drugs 
from the consumers. It also monitors the prices of 

decontrolled drugs in order to keep them at reasonable 
levels. Trap: It comes under the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals. Be careful, 
usually people wrongly choose Ministry of Health as a 
common sense choice.  
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization: It is the 

Central Drug Authority for discharging functions 

assigned to the Central Government under the Drugs 

and Cosmetics Act. It has regulatory control over the 

import of drugs, approval of new drugs and clinical 

trials.  

Drug Controller General of India: Comes under the 

gamut of Central Drugs Standard Control Organization, 

it is responsible for approval of licenses of specified 

categories of drugs such as vaccines, blood and blood 

products, IV fluids, etc.,  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Agriculture 

1. The coverage of National Agricultural Market 
(e-NAM) will be expanded from the current 250 
markets to more than 500 APMCs.  

About NAM: 
It is a pan-India electronic trading portal which 

networks the existing APMC mandis to create a unified 

national market for agricultural commodities. The NAM 

Portal provides a single window service for all APMC 

related information and services. This includes 

commodity arrivals & prices, buying and selling, etc, 

which in-turn reduces the transaction costs and 

information asymmetry. 

Agriculture marketing is administered by the States as 

per their agri-marketing regulations, under which, the 

State is divided into several market areas, each of 

which is administered by a separate Agricultural 

Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) which imposes 

its own marketing regulation (including fees).  

     This fragmentation of markets, even within the 

State, hinders free flow of agri commodities from one 

market area to another and multiple levels of handling 

and mandi charges ends up escalating the prices for the 

consumers without commensurate benefit to the 

farmer. NAM addresses these challenges by creating a 

unified market through online trading platform, both, 

at State and National level.  

………………………………………… 

2. Budget urged States to de-notify perishables 
from APMC  

It gives an opportunity to farmers to sell their produce 
directly and get better prices. 

Presently, markets in agricultural products are 
regulated under the Agricultural Produce Market 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Drugs_Standard_Control_Organization
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Committee (APMC) Act enacted by respective State 
Government. This Act notifies agricultural commodities 
produced in the region such as cereal, pulses, edible 
oilseed and even chicken, goat etc.  

The first sale in these commodities can be conducted 
only under the aegis of APMC through the commission 
agents licensed by the APMC.  

The central government had first circulated the model 
APMC Act in 2003 for the states to adopt it. Yet, close 
to 50% of the states have not made necessary changes 
to their respective state agricultural marketing acts.  

………………………………………… 

3. Budget for liking PACS with DCCB through 

core banking 

To ensure flow of credit to small farmers, Government 

to support NABARD for computerisation and 

integration of all 63,000 functional Primary Agriculture 

Credit Societies with the Core Banking System of 

District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCB)  

What is Core banking? It is a banking service provided 

by a group of networked bank branches where 

customers may access their bank account and perform 

basic transactions from any of the member branch 

offices. 

About Co-operative: Co-operative banks in India have 

a three tier structure — primary (agriculture or urban) 

credit societies, district central co-operative banks and 

at the apex level, state co-operative banks.  

       Primary Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS): These 

co-operatives banks operate at village level. They 

provide short term loan to agriculture. Minimum 10 

persons can together start a PACS.  

About NABARD: It is a refinancing agency. It is 

responsible for regulating and supervising the 

functions of Co-operative banks and RRBs which 

together account for more than 50% of the rural credit. 

………………………………………… 

4. The Budget to increase the coverage of Fasal 
Bima Yojana from 30% of cropped area in 2016-
17 to 40% in 2017-18 and 50% in 2018-19.  

About Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana: Launched in 
2016 replaced the existing two crop insurance schemes 

viz. National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and 
Modified NAIS.  

It has lowest premium ever in agricultural insurance 
scheme. Under this scheme, farmer’s contribution 
towards premium has been decreased to as low as 2% 
to be paid by farmers for kharif crops, and 1.5% for rabi 
crops making it possible to include the small and 
medium farmers to avail crop insurance. Also, the 
premium for annual commercial and horticultural 
crops is 5%.  

     The remaining part of premium is paid equally by the 
central and respective state governments. The balance 
premium will be paid by the government to provide full 
insured amount to the farmers. Since there is no upper 
cap on government subsidy, even if the balance 
premium is 90 percent, the government will bear it.  

It is open to all farmers but NOT mandatory to anyone. 
It is optional for loanee as well as non-loanee farmers 
such as share-croppers who are not covered in earlier 
scheme. It also covers the localized risks such as 
hailstorm, landslide, inundation etc.  

Unlike earlier scheme it provides insurance for post-
harvest period.  

Agriculture Insurance Company of India (AIC) and 10 
other organisations including private insurer like ICICI-
Lombard General Insurance are empaneled under this 
scheme.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Others initiatives  

1. Incredible India 2.0 Campaign will be launched 

across the world to promote tourism and employment.  

………………………………………… 

2. (Expected in 2017 prelims) Government will start 

Mission Antyodaya to bring one crore households 

out of poverty and to make 50,000 gram panchayats 

poverty free by 2019.  

………………………………………… 

3. The 2017-18 Budget proposed setting up of Mahila 
Shakti Kendras at village level in the 14 lakh 
Anganwadi Centres. It will act as one stop convergent 
support services for empowering rural women with 
opportunities for skill development, employment, 
digital literacy, health and nutrition. 

………………………………………… 
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4. BharatNet aimed to provide broadband 
connectivity to 2.5 lakh gram panchayats. It was 
rebranded from its name National Optic Fibre Network 
project in 2015. It is funded under the Universal 
Services Obligation Fund set up in 2012 for providing 
telecom services in rural areas at subsided rates.  

………………………………………… 

5. The Centre proposed to abolish Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB), a bureaucrats dominated 
clearance mechanism for FDI applications in sectors 
under the approval route. Reason is that more than 
92% of our FDI inflows were through automatic route.  

………………………………………… 

6. 100% village electrification by mid-2018 

The Budget proposes to achieve 100% village 
electrification by mid-2018 under the Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti.  

About DDUGJY: Launched by Ministry of Power in 
2015 it will facilitate 24x7 supply of power. It focuses 
on feeder separation (rural households & agricultural) 
and strengthening of sub-transmission & distribution 
infrastructure including metering at all levels in rural 
areas. It also calls for metering to reduce the losses.  

………………………………………… 

7. Big boost to Grid-interactive renewable power 

The Budget earmarked 74 % of total allocation of 
Renewable ministry to   Grid-interactive renewable 
power.  

What is grid-interactive renewable energy? Grid-
interactive renewable power projects based on wind 
power, biomass, small hydro and solar are mainly 
private investment driven, with favourable tariff policy 
regimes established by State Electricity Regulatory 
Commissions.  

The availability of grid-interactive Photo Voltaic (PV) 
systems means that energy consumers can tie to the 
grid when it benefits them and disengage when it does 
not. Unlike grid-tied systems that are required to 
disconnect if the grid goes down, grid-interactive 
systems can continue generating power from their PV 
modules, battery backup systems and other energy 
sources such as wind turbines or generators.  

What are the benefits of moving to grid-interactive 
systems? Grid-interactive renewable energy systems 
empower users to embrace renewable energy without 

risking the outages that sometimes accompany off-grid 
power generation.  

      Grid-interactive systems generate energy first from 
renewable sources: solar, wind power or hydro. When 
those are unavailable, grid-interactive users have the 
option of switching to the electric utility grid.  

With two equally available sources of power, grid-
interactive energy users get more reliable power and 
lower costs, while also furthering a more sustainable 
energy future.  

………………………………………… 

8. The Budget significantly increased the 

allocation for PM Gram Aawaas Yojana  

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) Programme 
launched by the Ministry of Housing envisages Housing 
for All by 2022, when the Nation completes 75 years of 
its Independence. The Mission seeks to address the 
housing requirement of urban poor including slum 
dwellers through following programme verticals: 

 Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with 
participation of private developers using land as a 
resource. 

 Promotion of Affordable Housing for weaker 
section through credit linked subsidy. 

 Affordable Housing in Partnership with Public & 
Private sectors. 

 Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house 
construction /enhancement. 

 Key facts: The beneficiaries are poor and people living 
under EWS and LIG categories in the country. 

The scheme is divided into three phases. In the first 
phase, a total of 100 cities will be covered from 2015 to 
2017. In phase two, 200 cities will be covered from 
2017 to 2019. In the third phase, the leftover cities will 
be covered from 2019 to 2022. 

The government is providing an interest subsidy of 
6.5% on housing loans which can be availed by 
beneficiaries for 15 years from start of loan date. 

The government will grant Rs 1 lakh to all the 
beneficiaries of the scheme. In addition, Rs 1.5 lakh will 
be given to all eligible urban poor who want to 
construct their houses in urban areas or plan to go for 
renovation in their existing houses. One can also avail 
loans under this scheme to build toilets in existing 
houses.  
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Section – B 
Notice: This segment is aimed make us answer and not 
to miss single line factual questions. As U know in 2016 
prelims we faced about 25 such questions. This kind of 
questions needs knowledge enlargement rather than 
enrichment. It means we need to read less and less about 
more and more. This part will give us complete edge over 
anybody else in India.  

1. BioAsia, is annual flagship event of the Telangana 

government. 14th edition, 2017 in Hyderabad. Deals 
with innovation and R&D, manufacturing, digital 
healthcare, diagnostics and hospital infections to anti-
microbial resistance. 

2. (Expected in 2017 prelims) …A moonshot, in a 

technology context, is an ambitious, exploratory and 

ground-breaking project undertaken without any 
expectation of near-term profitability or benefit.  

Google defines moonshot as a project or proposal 
that  

 Addresses a huge problem,  

 Proposes a radical solution, and  

 Uses breakthrough technology. 

The term “moonshot” derives from the Apollo 11 
spaceflight project, which landed the first human on 
the moon in 1969.  

3. “Three-parent” baby is a child born from 
genetically modified embryos, which would have DNA 
from a mother, a father and from a woman donor. In 
which faulty mitochondria of mother is replaced with 
good one from donor women.  Mitochondria is a tiny 
energy-generating batteries inside cells. If it is faulty 
one then it cause fatal heart problems, liver failure, 
brain disorders, blindness etc. This new technology will 
help families with mitochondrial genetic diseases 
which is incurable one passed down the maternal line 
for generations.  

4.  What is H1B visa? The H1B visa is a non-immigrant 
visa that allows companies to employ foreigners for a 
period of up to six years. This visa is aimed at helping 
companies employ foreigners in positions for which 
they have been unable to find American employees. 
H1B visa holders are allowed to apply for permanent 
residency in the US as well as buy or sell property in the 
country. This visa is also available to the foreign 

students who have completed their masters’ course 
from a US university.  

5.  In 2016 India and the U.S signed the bilateral 

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
(LEMOA) that will give the militaries of both countries 
access to each other’s facilities for supplies and repairs. 
Following this US is pushing hard to sign other two 

related agreements; Communications 
Compatibility and Security Agreement that allows 
secure exchange of communication between the 

militaries. Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement which facilitates the sharing of geospatial 
data. 

6.  During the winters, the weather in India is pleasant. 
The pleasant weather conditions, however, at intervals, 
get disturbed by shallow cyclonic depressions 
originating over the east Mediterranean Sea and 
travelling eastwards across West Asia, Iran, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan before they reach the 
northwestern parts of India. On their way, the moisture 
content gets augmented from the Caspian Sea in the 
north and the Persian Gulf in the south. 

7.  Election Commission of India appoints  

 Chief Electoral Officer 

 District Election Officer  (DEO) 

 Returning Officer 

The Presiding Officer and the Polling Officers are 
appointed by the DEO. In case of UTs, such 
appointments are made by the Returning Officers. The 
Presiding Officer along with other Polling Officers 
conducts the poll at a polling station. 

8. Use of machines for harvesting has serious 
implications for crop residue management at the farm 
level. The combine harvester cuts the crop well above 
the ground, leaving behind substantial amount of 
stubble on the field. The machine leaves the residues in 
such a state that it is difficult to collect them manually. 
Burning of wheat residue is not necessary for the 
farmers because of the availability of technology and 
its higher economic value as dry fodder. Rice straw, 
however, is not used as fodder as it is found to be non-
palatable to animals due to its high silica content. 

9.  Nearly a third of Indian cities have breached annual 
pollution limits mandated by the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) between 2011 and 2015.  While 
cities like Delhi, Mumbai and Pune measure PM2.5 
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levels, most lack the sensors required to gauge the 
presence of these minute particles that are considered 
more toxic than the more-commonly measured PM 10. 
Monitoring and enforcing pollution limits is done by the 
State pollution control boards and the Centre could 
only send advisories. 

10.  The world's first robot table tennis tutor in Japan 
has set a new Guinness World Record for its uncanny 
ability of being able to play the game better than most 
humans. FORPHEUS (Future Omron Robotics 
Technology for Exploring Possibility of Harmonised 
Automation with Sinic Theoretics) has officially been 
given the Guinness title for its unique technological 
intelligence and educational capabilities.  

11. Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, in its 39th flight 
(PSLV-C37), launched the 700 plus kg Cartosat-2 
satellite for earth observation. Its uses are  

 Monitoring  of road network  

 Coastal land development  

 Creation of land maps  

 Mapping of mineral resources  

 Urban planning 

 Estimation of water resources distribution.  

12. Currently, there is no specific Indian legislation 
addressing issues related to abduction of children from 
and into India. Law commission in 218th report 

recommended to adopt the Hague Convention 
(1983). The convention seeks to return children 
abducted or retained overseas by a parent to their 
country of habitual residence for the courts of that 
country to decide on matters of residence and contact. 
The convention shall apply to any child, up to the age 
of 16 years who is a habitual resident of any of the 
contacting states. 

13. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) is a FTA between the 10 member ASEAN and its 
6 free trade partners - China, India, Japan, South Korea 
Australia and New Zealand). The core of the 
negotiating agenda would cover trade in goods and 
services, and investment. RCEP is viewed as an 
alternative to the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a 
proposed trade agreement which includes several 
Asian and American nations but excludes China and 
India.  

14. Established in 1974, Central Pollution Control 

Board is a statutory body under the Water 
(Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974 to 

control water pollution. Comes under the Ministry of 
Environment this body also act as air pollution 
regulator under the Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981. It serves as a field formation and 
also provides technical services to the Ministry of 
Environment under the provisions of the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986. 

15. In finance, the health of a firm is measured by what 

is called the Interest Coverage Ratio.  It is a ratio of 
net profits to interest payments due on past debt. It 
being less than 1 is a danger sign for the lender 
because it means that the firm is not even making 
enough profits to pay for its past interest payment 
commitments let alone the principal amount. 

16. Annual Maritime Power Conference - 2017 will be 
held in Delhi. The National Maritime Foundation (NMF) 
has organized the conference. The NMF is an NGO 
established in 2005 to provide a common platform for 
discourse between maritime-related institutions, 
organisations and disciplines, within the country and 
abroad. 

17. Cold Start is a military doctrine developed by the 
Indian Armed Forces to put to use in case of a war with 
Pakistan. It involves launch of retaliatory conventional 
strike against Pakistan inflicting significant harm on the 
Pakistan Army before any international community 
could intercede, but not in way Pakistan would be 
provoked to make a nuclear attack. 

18. India will host the first meeting of national security 
advisers of BIMSTEC countries in the coming months to 
coordinate action against terrorism, extremism and 
radicalization. BIMSTEC (7) = SAARC - (Pak and 
Maldives) + (Myanmar and Thailand). The main 
objective of Dhaka based BIMSTEC is technological and 
economical cooperation among South Asian and South 
East Asian countries along the coast of the Bay of 
Bengal. 

19. Aman-17 is a multi-nation naval exercise, 
including warships from the USA, Russia and China, 
held in Arabian Sea. This year exercise is the 5th edition 
of exercise that Pakistan has been holding since 2007.  

20. National Productivity Council headed by 
Commerce Minister is a not for profit and autonomous 
body Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion. 

Established in1958 to promote productivity culture it 
has equal representation from employers’ & workers’ 
organizations and Government, apart from technical & 
professional institutions and other interests. It is a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Pacific_Partnership
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constituent of the Tokyo-based Asian Productivity 
Organisation, an Inter-Governmental Body, of which 
the Government.  

21. Electronics Development Fund: It is a ‘fund of 
funds’ that works with venture capitalists to create 
funds, known as ‘daughter funds,’ which provide risk 
capital to companies developing new technologies in 
the area of electronics. The fund is an attempt to 
develop the electronics system design and 
manufacturing sector in the country to achieve “net 
zero imports” by 2020. 

22. The commerce ministry is planning merger of the 
5 commodity boards and set up an umbrella 
organisation in order to improve production and 
exports of plantation crops. These five statutory boards 
are Tea board, coffee board, rubber board, spices 
board and tobacco board. These boards are responsible 
for production, development and export of respective.  

23. The second edition of Hunar Haath held in New 
Delhi. It is being organized by the Minority Affairs 
Ministry to encourage, promote and provide national 
and international market to master artisans/craftsmen 
belonging to the Minority communities from across the 
country.  

24. Term “Evergreening” in pharma industry refers to 

unethical practice whereby patent holders tries to 

extend their monopoly over their drug beyond 20 year 

by slightly modifying the formulation which will not 

have any sustentative improvement in therapeutic 

efficiency. Various patent acts including TRIPS (Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) 

allowed patent owner/innovator to have monopoly 

production of their drugs upto 20 years beyond that it 

is open to anyone subject to royalty payment.  

25. Sasta Sahitya Mandal Trust established by 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1925 and mandated to promote, 
develop and publish high class literature in Hindi and to 
make it available to the public at affordable prices. 
Since its inception it has brought out many titles on 
Indian culture, heritage, Indian epics, & stories and has 
created a huge corpus of children literature to infuse in 
them the values of life and love for the nation and 
humanity. 

26. At present, factories with up to 100 workers are 
allowed to go in for retrenchment, lay-off or closure 
without seeking government permission, according to 

the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. In 2015, the Labour 
Ministry had proposed integrating three labour laws — 
the Trade Unions Act, the Industrial Disputes Act and 
the Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act — 
into a single code for industrial relations. It had then 
also proposed allowing factories with up to 300 
workers to retrench workers or close down without 
seeking official sanction. 

27. Loktak Lake, a Ramsar site in Manipur is the largest 

fresh water lake in the North East Region. Keibul 

Lamjao National Park (in tentative list of UNESCO Heritage 

list), the only floating National Park in the world is 

located on this lake. It is the last natural habitat of the 

endangered Sangai (dancing deer) which is State 

animal of Manipur.  

28. The Government of Kerala has initiated the 

Muziris Heritage Project to reinstate the historical and 
cultural significance of the legendary port of Muziris. 
The region is dotted with numerous monuments of a 
bygone era that conjure up a vast and vivid past. The 
entire project is designed to involve and integrate the 
local community in all intended developmental 
initiatives. 

29. (Excerpts from recent report of International 

Renewable Energy Agency). Globally, jobs in solar energy 
have witnessed the fastest growth since 2011 among 
various renewable energy sectors. Asia has harnessed 
the potential the most, providing 60% of all renewable 
energy employment, while China enjoys the bulk of this 
with a thriving solar photovoltaic and thermal 
manufacturing industry, besides installations. The 
trend in some emerging economies, including India, has 
been a reduction in public financing of renewable 
energy projects over the last five years. 

30. Karnataka has decided to implement the 

Mekedatu multi-purpose (drinking and power) 
project that involves building a reservoir across the 
Cauvery. At Mekedaatu, the Kaveri runs through a 
deep, narrow ravine. It is also here 
river Arkavati merges with Kaveri.  

31. AERO INDIA is a biennial aerospace exhibition 
organized by the Department of Defence Production, 
Ministry of Defence. Its 11th edition held in Bengaluru 
early this year. The first edition of Aero India was held 
in 1996 and since then became a show of international 
repute and caliber which attracts exhibitors and 
aviation experts from around the globe.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkavati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaveri
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32. Additive Manufacturing (AM) is an appropriate 
name to describe the technologies that build 3D 
objects by adding layer-upon-layer of material.  Also 
known as 3D printing, it refers to processes used to 
create a three-dimensional object in which successive 
layers of material are formed under computer 
control to create an object. 

33. NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope was launched in 

2003 to study the universe in the infrared. It is part of 
NASA’s Great Observatories program, which involves 
the launch of 4 telescopes, between 1990 and 2003 
with the aim to observe the universe in distinct 
wavelengths of light. The other observatories looked at 

visible light (Hubble Telescope, still operational), 
gamma-rays (Compton Gamma-Ray Observatory, no 
longer operational) and X-rays (the Chandra X-Ray 
Observatory, still operational).  

34. The 3,000-km China Pakistan Economic corridor 

(CPEC) links Kashgar in China’s far-western region to 
Pakistan’s south-western Gwadar port on the Arabian 

Sea through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). It is 
massive project of road, rail, energy schemes, pipelines 
and investment parks. CPEC is an integral part of 
Beijing’s “One Belt, One Road” vision.  

35. The concept of Total Factor Productivity (TFP) 
stating that India, a low middle-income country, must 
prepare for a decline in TFP in the future by investing in 
a well-developed financial market (including corporate 
bonds) that allocates capital efficiently and, most 
importantly, a trained workforce that is part of an 
innovation economy.  

36.  

Agency Mars Mission name 

NASA Mars Reconnaissance 
Orbiter 

European Space 
Agency 

Mars Express 

 

 37. National Scheduled Castes Finance and 
Development Corporation was set up in 1989 as a non-
profit company under Ministry of Social Justice for 
financing, facilitating and mobilizing funds for the 
economic empowerment of persons belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes families living below double the 
Poverty Line.  

38. Under its Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram, 

Union health ministry has launched Saathiya 
resource kit that is specially designed by experts to help 
peer educators, especially in villages, discuss sensitive 
issues and answer teenage queries in their community 
in an informed manner. 

39. (Expected in 2017 prelims) The first and largest 

solar-powered ferry in India named as Aditya started 
service between Vaikom and Thavanakkadavu, 
connecting Kottayam and Alappuzha districts.  

40. The International Finance Corporation (IFC) was 
established in 1956 as the private sector arm of the 
World Bank Group to advance economic development 
by investing in strictly for-profit and commercial 
projects that purport to reduce poverty and promote 
development. Headquartered in Washington, D.C. it 
offers investment, advisory, and asset management 
services to encourage private sector development in 
developing countries.  

41. Established in pre-independence India Corbett 
National Park is situated in the foothills of the Sub- 
Himalayan belt in Nainital districts of Uttarakhand. 
Corbett National Park along with the neighboring 

Sonanadi Wildlife Sanctuary and Reserve Forest 
areas, forms the Corbett Tiger Reserve. It is one of the 
richest bird regions of the Country and has been 
declared as an ‘Important Bird Area’ by Birdlife 
International. 

42. Rwanda, in east-central Africa, is surrounded by 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, 
Tanzania, and Burundi. Steep mountains and deep 
valleys cover most of the country. Lake Kivu in the 
northwest, at an altitude of 4,829 ft (1,472 m), is the 
highest lake in Africa. Extending north of it are the 
Virunga Mountains, which include the volcano 
Karisimbi (14,187 ft; 4,324 m), Rwanda’s highest point. 

43. Scientists found new species of tiny frogs endemic 
to Western Ghats. This Night Frogs belong to the 

Nyctibatrachus genus. This frogs which is not bigger 
than a human thumbnail the Western Ghats and 
represent an ancient group of frogs that diversified on 
the Indian landmass approximately 70 to 80 million 
years ago.  

44. Under HRIDAY launched in, 2015 heritage related 
infrastructure development in 12 identified cities. It will 
preserve and rejuvenate the rich cultural heritage of 
the country. Central government will meet the entire 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three-dimensional_space
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numerical_control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numerical_control
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Space-Agency
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Space-Agency
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Mars-Express
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expenditure under the scheme. The project will work 
through a partnership of Government, Academic 
Institutions and local community combining affordable 
technologies. The 12 cities selected for the scheme are 
Ajmer, Amritsar, Amravati, Badami, Dwarka, Gaya, 
Warangal, Puri, Kanchipuram, Mathura, Varanasi and 
Velankanni.  

45. As per latest report of the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (a think tank), India is the 
world’s largest importer of major arms in the last five 
years and its overseas procurement was far greater 
than that of China and Pakistan. The US was the top 
arms exporter in 2012–16 with a one- third share of 
global arms exports. Almost half of its arms exports 
went to the Middle East. 

46. The 4th India – CLMV (Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar and Vietnam) Business Conclave was 
recently held in Jaipur. The CLMV conclave is an annual 
feature which provides an opportunity for Indian 
business leaders to interact with government and 
business stakeholders representing the four countries.  

47. The share of agriculture workers and draught 
animals (farm power sources in agriculture) has come 
down from 60 plus per cent in 1970’s to over 10 per 
cent in 2010, whereas the share of tractors, power 
tillers, and motors has gone up from 36 per cent to 86 
per cent during the same period. The Government has 
implemented various farm mechanization programmes 
in the country through schemes such as Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojna, Mission for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture, National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm 
and National Food Security Mission.  

48. The small/marginal holdings constitute 80% of 
total land holdings in India. Here there is huge potential 

for custom hiring. In custom hiring, high-cost 
agricultural machinery such as combine harvesters or 
threshers are purchased by a group of farmers or a 
body, for use by all in return for a fixed payment. This 
saves cost and optimises usage, to make it financially 
viable. States governments of Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Punjab have been 
promoting Custom Hiring on Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) basis through training, demonstration and 
financial incentives. 

49. The 4th edition of South Asia Initiative to End 
Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC) Ministerial 
meeting held in New Delhi in 2016. The SAIEVAC is the 
apex body of SAARC created to bring governments of 

the region into active engagement for child protection 
against violence. 

50. (Expected in 2017 prelims) Railway recently 

flagged off Country’s first Antyodaya Express running 
between Ernakulam – Howrah. It is a long-distance, 
fully unreserved, super-fast train service for the 
common man.  

51. The Indian Meteorology Department (IMD) defines 
it as an excess of 5 to 6 degrees Celsius over the 
maximum daily temperature (over a 30-year period) of 
less than 40 degree C or an excess of 4 to 5 degree 
Celsius over a normal historical maximum temperature 
of over 40 degree C. Heat stroke and heat exhaustion 
are the two major risks posed by high-temperature 
conditions.  

52. India is pushing hard to adopt Trade Facilitation 
Agreement in Services under World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). It is similar to the existing Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA) in Goods adopted by WTO members 
in 2014. It ease norms for movement of skilled workers 
across borders for short-term work. It will also result in 
reduction of transaction costs associated with 
unnecessary regulatory and administrative burden on 
trade in services. It is expected to boost global services 
trade.  

52. India has approved a deal with Israel to develop 
jointly a medium range surface-to-air missile (MR-
SAM) system for the Army. This is the latest in a series 
of other variants of SAM systems for the Navy and the 
Air Force being jointly developed with Israeli. It has a 
range of 50-70 km. The system will be based on the 

older Barak system of Israel, which is in use in India. 

53. India is now  

 Largest exporter of rice 

 2nd largest cotton exporter (after USA),  

 second largest exporter of cara beef (buffalo 
meat) in the world (after Brazil),  

54. In recent years, India’s agricultural products export 
matrix has also changed significantly, tilting more and 
more towards developing and least-developed 
countries (LDCs) which now account for around 80% of 
India’s agricultural exports. EU and USA are the second 
and third largest market for out agricultural exports.  

55. National Mental Health Survey conducted by the 
National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences, 
Bangalore, estimated that approximately 150 million 
people in India experience one or the other mental 



  41  

VMK’s Current Affairs Capsule - Feb, 2017 

health condition. Depression and anxiety are twice 
among women than men, and inordinately high among 
the poor. 

56. Consumers can now get an update from power 
distribution companies (DISCOMs) about outages in 
their area through 'Urja Mitra Helpline' by dialling 
14401 helpline. Created by Department of Telecom 
through this helpline consumers can get information on 
outages, timely release of connections, complaint 
redressal and power reliability, among others.   

57. India has signed MoU with Bangladesh for the 

sustainable development of Sylhet, a north-eastern 
Bangladeshi city. It is an ancient city and a historically 
vibrant city. It had been a part of the former Assam 
province of India. It has been a focal point for 1971 
Liberation War. Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
(BCIM) economic corridor passes through this city.  

58. Bad Banks are something like Asset reconstruction 
Company to deal with stressed asset. It will help the 
usual banks to clean their balance sheet and focus on 
their main work. Economic Survey 2017 states that the 
total level of stressed assets (NPA + restructured + 
unrecognised) in public sector banks will be as much as 
20 per cent of their loan book. Public sector banks 
account for 70 per cent of total banking assets.  

59. (Expected in 2017 prelims) 

Turkey launched - "Operation Euphrates Shield” to 
end Islamic State rule in Syria. Originating in 
eastern Turkey, the Euphrates flows 

through Syria and Iraq to join the Tigris river in 
the Shatt al-Arab, which empties into the Persian Gulf. 

60.  Train-2018 project: It involves introduction of 
train - a rake without a separate locomotive - by next 
year. A train set, much like a Delhi Metro rake, 
comprises of many coaches that are individually 
powered by a propulsion system, eliminating the need 
for locomotive.  

61. Hyperloop transportation system is a 
transportation system where a pod-like vehicle is 
propelled through a near-vacuum tube connecting 
cities at speeds matching that of an aircraft. It is 
designed to transport passengers and freight. The 
wheels of this capsules are pulled by magnetic 
attraction. 

62. China is constructing its first overseas military base 
in Djibouti — just a few miles from Camp Lemonnier, 
one of the Pentagon’s largest and most important 
foreign installations. Established after the terrorist 
2001 attacks, Camp Lemonnier is home to 4,000 
personnel. Some of them are involved in highly 
secretive missions. This base is the only permanent U.S. 
military installation in Africa. 

63. Maintained by the NABARD, RIDF (Rural 

Infrastructure Development Fund) was set up by the 

Government in 1995-96 for financing ongoing rural 

Infrastructure projects. Domestic commercial banks 

contribute to the Fund to the extent of their shortfall in 

stipulated priority sector lending to agriculture. The 

provide loans to State Governments and State-owned 

corporations to enable them to complete ongoing rural 

infrastructure projects. Later its scope widened to 

include PRI institution projects, drinking water, water 

shed management, fisheries development, soil 

conservation, primary education and health, etc.  

64. NITI Aayog's two incentive schemes to promote 

digital payments by giving cash awards who utilize 

digital payment instruments for personal consumption 

expenditures are Lucky Grahak Yojana  - consumers; 

Digi Dhan Vyapar Yojana – merchants.  

65. The PfSPZ-CVac is a new malarial vaccine. 
Produced by the Sanaria biotechnology it provide more 
effective in controlling malaria. Malaria parasites are 
transmitted by the bite of female Anopheles 
mosquitoes. The Plasmodium falciparum parasite is 
responsible for most malaria infections and almost all 
deaths caused by the disease worldwide. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shatt_al-Arab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Gulf
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66. In India, homoeopathic medicines are regulated by 
Drugs & Cosmetics Act & Rules. India has a relatively 
well-established regulatory framework for 
Homoeopathy. Homoeopathy is one of the most 
followed medical systems in India and its strength lies 
in the fact that its medicines are gentle, safe as well as 
cost-effective. In the era of growing adverse drug 
reactions and auto-immune and lifestyle-related 
illnesses, the use of homoeopathy is steadily growing in 
India with highest among the other AYUSH modalities. 

67. CBI is main investigation agency of the central 
government for cases relating to corruption and major 
criminal probes. It was set up by a resolution of 
Ministry of Home Affairs in 1963 after Santhanam 
committee recommendation. Although Delhi Special 
Police Establishment Act gives legal power to CBI, it is 
not a statutory body. Superintendence of CBI rests with 
CVC in corruption cases and with Department of 
personnel and training in other matters. Presently it 
acts as an attached office under DOPT.  

68. The Ministry of External affairs in coordination 
with the Department of Atomic Energy hosted (in Delhi) 
the Implementation and Assessment Group Meeting of 
the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism 
(GICNT). GICNT was launched in 2006 jointly by the 
Russian and the United States. In the past 10 years, it 
has grown to include more than 80 partner nations and 
five official observer organisations.  

69. An exit poll is a post-election survey conducted 
immediately after people have voted. Its results cannot 
be published till the last round of elections is over. It 
covers even other states when polls are being held in 
more than one. For instance, though voting in recently 
held Punjab and Goa assembly election was held in 
early February, its Exit polls result had not been 
announced till last phase of UP election which ended in 
early March.  

70. (Expected in 2017 prelims) World Bank's reports  
1. World Development Report  
2. Global Findex (Global Financial Inclusion)  
3. Global Economic Prospects 
4. Ease of Doing Business 
5. International Debt Statistics 
6. Global Financial Development Report 
7. Commodity Markets Outlook 
8. Poverty and Shared Prosperity 
9. World Development Indicators 

71. National Science Day is celebrated on February 28. 
On this day in 1928, C.V. Raman discovered the famous 
“Raman Effect” (scattering of light), for which he was 
awarded Nobel Prize in physics which is India’s first 
Nobel Prize in Science. Raman Effect is change in the 
wavelength of light that occurs when a light beam is 
deflected by molecules.  

72. PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely 
Implementation) is the ICT-based, multi-modal 
platform for addressing the common man's grievances 
and monitoring important programmes and projects. It 
uniquely bundles three latest technologies: Digital data 
management, video-conferencing and geo-spatial 
technology. It has 3-tier structure linking PMO, Union 
secretaries and Chief secretaries of State.  

73. Aadhaar Pay is a unique solution that enables 

merchants across the country to facilitate cashless 

purchases for customers with just their thumb and 

Aadhaar number. No hassles of multiple apps, card 

swipes, remembering passwords, downloading e-

wallets or even carrying a phone for cashless payments. 

74. Airports Authority of India is a statutory body 
constituted in 1995. It is entrusted with the 
responsibility of creating, upgrading, maintaining and 
managing civil aviation infrastructure both on the 
ground and air space in the country.  

75. Ministry of Mines has developed and launched 
“TAMRA”, a web portal and mobile application, to 
streamline the process of various statutory clearances 
required for mining operations. TAMRA stands for 
Transparency, Auction Monitoring and Resource 
Augementation.  

76. Botnet is a network of computers infected with 

malware without the user's knowledge and controlled 
by cybercriminals. They're typically used to send spam 
emails, transmit viruses and engage in other acts of 
cybercrime. “Malware” (malicious software) is a 
computer programs designed to infiltrate and damage 
computers without the users consent.  

77. DRDO successfully tested its indigenously 
developed supersonic Advanced Air Defence 

interceptor missile called Ashwin. It is 7-metre long, 
single stage, solid propelled guided missile equipped 
with an inertial navigation system, an advanced 
computer and an electro-mechanical activator.  

 
 

http://data.worldbank.org/products/ids
http://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/gfdr
http://www.worldbank.org/en/research/commodity-markets
http://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/poverty-and-shared-prosperity
http://data.worldbank.org/products/wdi
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Section - C 

Notice: This segment is aimed to build our 

reserve knowledge which is crucial in 

eliminating options in prelims exam. It is a 

collection of spill-over and residual facts of 

various articles, which U usually tend to ignore 

or will require your close and careful reading.  

1. J&K declared 2017 as ‘Year of Apple’ in a major bid 
to promote the famed Kashmiri apples in domestic and 
foreign markets. It is the largest apple producing State 
in India accounts for 70% of national production.  

2. Agricultural extension means offering technical 
advice on agriculture to farmers, and also suppling 
them with the necessary inputs and services to support 
their agricultural production. It provides information to 
farmers and also pass them ideas developed by 
agricultural research stations.  

3. Both Kargil Review committee and a Group of 
Ministers in 2000, recommended setting up a Chief of 
Defence Staff to improve synergy in the three armed 
services. In 2011, Naresh Chandra recommended the 
same for reforms in higher defence management.  

4. Chief of Staff Committee consists of Army, Navy and 
Air Force chiefs. It is headed by the senior-most of the 
three chiefs in a rotation till the senior-most retires. It 
is a platform where the three service chiefs discuss 
important military issues.  

5. H7N9 is a new bird flu found in South Korea and 
china. Though this virus widely found in poultry, it find 
difficult to spread between people. Vast majority of the 
people infected by the H7N9 reported exposure to 
poultry, especially at live markets.  

6. Paris based Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) is 
an intergovernmental organization coordinating, 
supporting and promoting animal disease control. It is 
recognised as a reference organisation by the World 
Trade Organization (WTO).  India is member of this.  

7. Redistributive Resource Transfer to a state (from the 
Centre) is defined as gross devolution to state adjusted 
for the respective state’s share in aggregate GDP.  

8. Nag is indigenously developed anti-tank guided 
missile, which can hit a target upto 7 km, from a 
helicopter. HeliNa is a term used to denote Helicopter-
launched Nag.  

9. India is a signatory to Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals.  

10. The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 
is a statutory authority established under the 
provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of 
Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) 
Act, 2016 under the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY). 

11. Integrated Underwater Harbour Defence and 
Surveillance System was inaugurate in Mumbai. First 
such one was earlier started in Kochi.  

12.  National Institute of Oceanography - Goa. 

13. Handicrafts Sector is the second largest economic 
activity after agriculture.  There are around 12 lakh 
scheduled castes artisans in the country.  

14. Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques Act of 1994 (PCPNDT Act), which prohibits 
advertisements regarding pre-natal sex determination. 

15. What is TFP? It is a portion of output not explained 
by the amount of inputs used in production. As such, its 
level is determined by how efficiently and intensely the 
inputs are utilized in production. 

16. Palliative care is specialized medical care for 
people with serious illness. This type of care is focused 
on providing relief from the symptoms and stress of a 
serious illness. The goal is to improve quality of life for 
both the patient and the family.  

17. The State of the World’s Human Rights Report is 
annual report of Amnesty International. Founded in 
1955, the London based organisation was a Nobel 
Peace Prize awardee.  

18. Nagaland is Christian-dominated state, where the 
church is the most important public institution. The 
State had virtually zero per cent Christian presence till 
1941. But by the 1951 Census, their percentage had 
moved up to 46 %; by 2011 Census, to 88 %. 

19. The National Organ and Tissue Transplant 
Organisation under Health ministry is the nodal agency 
for framing policy guidelines and protocols involved in 
organ donation and transplantation. 

20.  Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana programme of 
Ministry of Petroleum has targeted 5 crore BPL 
households to be connected to LPG by 2019 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_organization
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21.  The Supreme Court has unfettered powers under 
Article 142 to enlarge the scope of hearing in a 
particular case to render substantive justice depending 
on its facts and circumstances. With this article it may 
pass such decrees and may make such orders as is 
necessary for providing complete justice in any case.  

22.  Supreme Court as the apex judiciary is empowered 
under Articles 129 read with its extraordinary powers 
under Article 142 to punish a member of the High Court 
and subordinate judiciary for contempt. 

23. Watal Committee on Digital Payments was 
mandated to lay down a medium-term roadmap for 
digital payments to grow substantially over the next 
three years from the current level of about 5%t of 
personal consumption and 20% of all transaction.  

24.  Indian government expenditure (Central and state 
combined) on health as a percentage of GDP is over just 
1% while other developing nations, such as Thailand 
and some African countries, spend over 5% of their 
GDP on health.  

25.  Centre government planning for ‘Indradhanush 
2.0’ as a comprehensive plan for recapitalisation of 
public sector lenders, with a view to make sure they 
remain solvent and fully comply with the global capital 
adequacy norms, Basel-III. 

26.  Improving irrigation efficiency is critical for Indian 
agriculture since we have only 2.4 per cent of the 
world’s total geographical area and 18 per cent of the 
world’s population, but only 4 per cent of the world’s 
total fresh water resources.  

27.  India’s renewable energy target 175 GW by 2022; 
Solar = 100 GW, Wind = 60 GW, Biomass = 10 GW and 
Small hydroelectric projects = 5 GW.  

28. Solar Energy Corporation of India under the 
Renewable ministry is the nodal agency for 
commissioning many solar and wind projects.  

29. National Capital Region Transport Corporation, 
mandated with the responsibility of executing the 
Regional Rapid Transit System in National Capital 
Region 

30. ASTROSAT is India’s first dedicated multi 
wavelength space observatory. It observes universe in 
the optical, UV, low and high energy X-ray regions of 
the electromagnetic spectrum, whereas most other 
satellites are capable of observing only a narrow range 
of wavelength.  

31. NASA’s Juno was launched in 2011 to study 
Jupiter’s composition and evolution. It’s the first 
spacecraft to orbit Jupiter since Galileo. It successfully 
entered Jupiter’s orbit recently, after a 5 year journey. 
Juno became the first spacecraft to cruise this far out 
into the solar system powered solely by the sun.  

32.  The Andhra Pradesh government plans to bring in 
legislation that will allow the State police and 
investigating agencies to collect and store DNA samples 
in a centralised database. 

33. ‘Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan’ 
aimed to make 6 crore rural households digitally 
literate. The implementation of the Scheme would be 
carried out under the overall supervision of Ministry of 
Electronics.  

34. India has the world’s second largest population of 
the elderly, defined as those above 60 years of age.  

35.  India’s ratio of direct to indirect taxes is 1:2, which 
is exactly the opposite of most advanced economies. 

36. The Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 
1946 governs the working of the CBI.   

37. Gujarat has become the first state in the country to 
establish cashless distribution of food grain. The 
beneficiaries under National Food Security Act will 
need to carry only Aadhaar cards for getting their food 
grain in Gujarat. 

38. In Raja Ram Pal vs Speaker, Lok Sabha (2007), the 
court had ruled that there are numerous circumstances 
where the court can review parliamentary 
pronouncements like cases where a Speaker’s choice is 
grossly illegal, or disregards basic constitutional 
mandates etc.  

39. In Saeed Siddiqui v. State of UP (2014) the court 
ruled that a Speaker’s decision to classify a draft statute 
as a money bill, was not judicially reviewable, even if 
the classification was incorrect.  

40. The National Health Mission comprises of 4 
components namely the National Rural Health 
Mission, the National Urban Health Mission, Tertiary 
Care Programmes and Human Resources for Health and 
Medical Education. 

41.  Garhwal-Kumaon region: This region is known to 
be seismically active because it lies at the junction of 
two tectonic plates — the Himalayan and the Eurasian 
Plate — pushing against each other.  Major quakes in 
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the region include Uttarkashi quake (1991), Chamoli 
quake (1991).  

42. The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme 
aims to help in completing ongoing major or medium 
minor irrigation projects in hilly areas where irrigation 
facilities are insufficient. This scheme involves 
extension, Renovation and Modernization.  

43. The six minority communities notified under the 
National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992 are to be 
covered. They are: Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Parsis and Jains.  

44.  National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization 
is the nodal agency that frames policy guidelines and 
protocols involved in organ donation and 
transplantation.  

45. Hamari Dharohar is a central sector scheme 
launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Minority in order 
to preserve the rich heritage of minority communities 
under the overall concept of Indian culture.  

46. India twin balance-sheet problem—overleveraged 
corporates and the bad-loan burdened banks.  

47.  Mission XI Million: It aimed to make football as 
a sport of choice in India. 

48.  At Present thermal power contributes close to 70% 
of our power generation capacity.  

49. PfSPZ is a malaria vaccine that showed good 

results in trials.  

50.  International IP Index released by U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center. 

51. Anupam Varma Committee deals with ban on use 
of pesticides 

52. ICRA (Investment Information and Credit Rating 
Agency) is India’s credit rating agency.  

53. Rewa solar power plant is located in Madhya 
Pradesh  

54. Identified in 2007, HAT-P-2 b is a gas giant 

exoplanet. Exoplanet is planet which orbits a star 
outside the solar system.  

55.  INS Sarvekshak is a survey vessel  

56. National Bomb Data Centre comes under National 
Security Guard which is India’s counter-terrorism force.  

57. The present Factories Act 1948 applies to 
establishments with 10 or more workers, if the premise 

is using power and to establishments with 20 or more 
workers, without electricity connection. 

 58. The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) is a 
leading think tank dedicated to conducting research for 
sustainable development of India and the Global South.  

59. Namami Gange program launched in 2015 
implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga 
and its state counterpart organizations i.e., State 
Program Management Groups.  

60. Developing countries accepted the Agreement on 
Trade Facilitation at the end of the Bali Ministerial 
Conference in 2013 

61. In the run-up to the 11th Ministerial Conference to 
be held in Buenos Aires in December 2017, ground is 
being prepared by the major economies to include 
electronic commerce and investment under WTO 

 62. Nathu La is a mountain pass. It connects Sikkim 
with Tibet. It is along old trade route between Lhasa and 
Kolkata.  

63. The highest contributor to Gross Saving is the 
household sector, with a share of close to 60%. 

 64. The largest export from Dubai to India is gold, 
which accounts half the value, followed by copper 
wires, base metals and polymer. 

65. Restrictions on exit polls in India derive their 
sanction from Representation of the People Act. 

66. Bhutan, Venezuela, the UAE and Madhya Pradesh 
have Ministries/Departments of Happiness. 

67. Presbyopia is common after 40 years of age. It 
causes loss of the ability to see close objects or small 
print clearly.  

68. Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), under Defence 
Minister provides overall guidance for defence 
procurement  

69. Among hydrocarbons 5 items crude oil, natural 
gas, aviation fuel, diesel and petrol do not come under 
GST regime. 

70. The birth anniversary of Guru Ravidas, the famous 
saint of the Bhakti Movement, was celebrated in 
February. His devotional songs and verses made a 
lasting impact upon the Bhakti Movement. 
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71. National Highway Number 48 connects Delhi with 
Mumbai. You must be conscious here because old 
number for this popular route is NH 8.  

72. Prashikshak is a teacher education portal of 

Human Resource ministry.  

73. Solar Impulse is a private finance 
Swiss experimental solar-powered aircraft.   

74. At the Paris UN Climate Change Conference, 
developed countries pledged to raise $100 billion a 
year by 2020 for mitigation, and more in later years 

75. Supreme Court constituted Lodha Committee to 
supervise MCI (Medical Council of India) in 2016. In the 
same name we have another committee related to IPL 
issue.  

76. Chiaroscuro art is a painting technique.  It was 
employed to create tonal contrast that enhanced the 
three-dimensional appearance of people and objects. 
Leonardo da Vinci and Rembrandt are remembered as 
the proponents of this technique.  

77. Indians account for 60 – 70% of H1B immigrant’s 
visas issued by USA. 

78. India-UAE Bilateral Investment Treaty signed in 
2013 give protection to foreign investors while 
imposing certain obligations on the host state.  

79. India, the second most populous country in the 
world represents almost 17% of the world’s population, 
which means one out of six people on this planet, live 
in India.   

80. Peri-urban cultivation deals with growing 
vegetables and other household needs in 
surrounding/top of the house or peripheral region of 
cities. This western practise is growing in Indian cities.  

81. Maharashtra, followed by UP and Tamil Nadu has 
higher proportion of urban population. 

82. India along with ten other countries of World 
Health Organization (WHO) South East Asia Region has 
been certified Polio-free in 2014.  

 83. Presently we have three Rail Coach Factories two 
Diesel Locomotive factories (Varanasi and Patiala) and 
an Electric Locomotive Factory (Chittaranjan) are 
functioning in the country under Ministry of Railway.  

84. The National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation 
and Spiritual Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) aimed to 

beautify and improve the amenities and infrastructure 
at pilgrimage centres of all faiths. 

85. Bavaria is a state in Southeastern Germany, 
bordering Liechtenstein, Austria and the Czech 
Republic. River Danube, the second-longest river in 
Europe after River Volga flows in this region.  

86. ‘Mission 11 Million’ refers to a programme to 
engage more than 11 million children in activities 
relating to football, initiated by the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports in coordination with FIFA. 

87. The Budget 2017-18, setting up of a Rashtriya Rail 
Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK) has been announced with a 
corpus of Rs1 lakh crore over a period of 5 years to fund 
essential safety works.  

88. Falcon is launch vehicle of SpaceX (Space 
Exploration Technologies Corporation) a private 
American aerospace company.  

89. Under ‘Operation Clean Money’, the IT 
department scrutinize the bank accounts and income 
of people, who had made deposits of over 5 lakh rupees 
during the 50-day window provided to get rid of old 500 
and 1,000 rupee notes.  

90. Ahmadis (a Muslim sect) is considered as non-
Muslims by law in Pakistan. The group has been 
deprived of religious rights under the Second 
Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan. 

91. On the line of TFA on goods, India is pitching for 
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) in services as the 
sector contributes over 60 per cent of our GDP and 28 
per cent to total employment.  

92. INS Viraat, the oldest serving aircraft carrier 
decommissioned recently. Originally named as HMS 
Hermes, is a ship of British which was sold to India in 
decommissioned stage in 1987.  

93. …BS-IV engines require fuel with sulphur content 
less than 50 part per million whereas BS –III can run on 
350 ppm fuel. …Australia, one of the world’s worst per 
capita greenhouse gas polluters.  

94. Project Saksham: Under which Central Board of 
Excise and Customs integrates its IT infrastructure with 
the GST network before the rollout of GST.  

95. Mission 41K – To save 41,000 crore of the Indian 
Railway expenditure on the energy consumption over 
the next 10 years. For instance, moving 90 per cent of 
the traffic to electric traction over diesel.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experimental_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar-powered_aircraft
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96. India is the 12th largest holder of US dollar (more 
than 100 billion). Japan has highest number followed 
by China both has more than 1 trillion dollar. 

97. RBI regulates the Merchant Discount Rate which is 
the amount charged to a merchant by a bank for 
providing debit and credit card services 

98. “Fairy Queen”, is the world’s oldest surviving 
functional steam engine. 

99. The largest recorded outbreak of Ebola virus 
occurred primarily in West Africa from 2014 to 2016.  

100. Bharat Parv is a cultural festival aimed to 
promote country’s cultural diversity and popularise 
idea of One India and Superior India.  

101. Anaemia is major problem for Indian women. If 
the hemoglobin is less than 7 gm/dL then it is called 
severe anemia. It aggravates during pregnancies and 
period due to blood loss.  

102. Science Express Climate Action Special Train will 
travel across India to create climate change awareness. 
It is joint initiative of Railway ministry, Environment 
ministry and S&T ministry.  

103. Article 129 and Article 142 enables the Supreme 
Court to issue notice and punish any one including 
Judges of the High Court for its contempt or contempt 
of any subordinate courts.  

104. Article 222 says that the “President may, after 
consultation with the Chief Justice of India, transfer a 
judge from one High Court to any other High Court.” 

105. World Employment and Social Outlook released 
by International Labour Organization.   

106. 31st Surajkund International Crafts mela held in 
Faridabad in Haryana. Jharkhand theme state of this 
year will showcase its cultural diversity.  

107. Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush, an autumn passage 
migrant bird species in Pakistan and India was recently 
seen in in Nepal.  

108. India receives maximum FDI from Mauritius, UK, 
US, Netherlands and Japan. Service sector takes lion 
share of this.  

109. NPA of Indian banks are at 12% which is more 
than other economies in the world. 

110. Banghyon air base in North Korea.  

111. Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 
Abhiyan aimed to 6 Crore Rural Households digitally.  

112. Chasma Boreale is canyon of Mars 

113.  Bellandur Lake is largest Lake of Bengaluru 
known for pollution. 

114. Recently, India attains 4th position in global 

wind power installed capacity.  

115. Minor accident in Flamanville nuclear reactor in 

the France which generates 75% of its total electricity 

supply from nuclear source.  

116. Sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik built world tallest 
sand castle at Puri beach. 

117. 11th biennial edition of the International 
Aerospace and Defence exhibition – Bengaluru. 

118. First integrated heliport opened in Delhi 

119. In Madhya Pradesh, under the “Har Ghar 
Dastak” programme a campaign is being run to go to 
every village and every house to encourage education 
of daughters.  

120. In Rajasthan ‘Apna Bachcha, Apna Vidyalaya’ 
campaign is being run to readmit those girls into 
schools, who had dropped out, in order to encourage 
and motivate them to start studying again.  

121. INS Mormugao - stealth guided missile 
destroyers  

122. Pakistan’s Hindu marriage bill was passed by both 
houses of Parliament.  

123. Ministry of Women initiated a social media 
campaign WeAreEqual recently to highlight the need 
for equal opportunity to women in the fields of 
education, health, nutrition, safety and dignity.  

124. Corruption Perception Index is published by 
Transparency International. It uses a scale in which 100 
means very clean to 0 means highly corrupt.  

125. BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) is Aadhaar-
based payments app developed by the National 
Payment Corporation of India. It can work even on 
basic phones as it supports USSD payments. 

126. Pink Polling booths were organized by ECI in 
recently concluded 5 state assembly election to 
increase voting awareness 

127. Pochampalli – traditional weaving technique 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Chasma-Boreale
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/weareequal
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128. Gujarat largest producer of pomegranate in the 
country 

129. Algorithmic trading refers to the use of software 
programmes to execute trading strategies at a much 
faster pace.  

130. Digi Dhan Mela is to promote financial literacy 
and drive cashless economy 

131. Sikkim become first Open Defecation Free state 
in India.  

132. Junk food is food that is rich in calorie but poor in 
nutrient.  

133. Lal Shahbaz Qalandar is a Sufi Shrine in Sindh, 
Pakistan. It is recently attacked by suicide attack 
resulted in huge causalities.  

134. Bharat Nirman is to develop rural infrastructure 
through increasing water supply, irrigation, housing, 
electrification, telecommunication, etc. 

135. Toll free number for digital transaction – 1 44 44 

136. Sport, water, health and land are state subjects. 
Remember Land acquisition is Concurrent one.  

137. Pongala – is a mix of rice, jaggery and scraped 
coconut – prepared in Kerala  

138. 20th, National Conference on e-Governance, 
Visakhapatnam, early 2017. 

139. Kuaizhou-1A is the low cost rocket of 

China. 

140. None of the 80-plus Bilateral Investment Treaty 
signed by India contains even a single provision on the 
rights of tribals.  

141. Central Institute of Fisheries Technology (CIFT), 
Kochi 

142. Ballari-Chitradurga-Chikkamagaluru-Tumakuru 
belt in Karnataka has large reserves of iron ore. 

143. Durg-Bastar-Chandrapur belt lies in Chattisgarh 
and Maharashtra has very high grade hematite  

144. Google Scholar, is a freely accessible web search 
engine of scholarly literature. 

145. Balaghat mines in MP is a leading producer 

of copper. 

146. GST council constituted in 2016 by the president 
of India, under the Constitution. 

147. Arktika - Russia - world's biggest, most 

powerful nuclear powered icebreaker 

148. Panchpatmali deposits in Koraput district 
(Odisha) is an important source of bauxite. 

149. Colostrum is first time milk of mother rich in 
protective factors. 

150. Antonov/An 32 – transport air craft used by IAF.  

151. MobiCash is a Mobile Wallet by State Bank of 
India in association with BSNL. 

152. Madhesis constitute about 50% of Nepal 
population but they represent just 20% in National 
Assembly.  

153. Andaman and Nicobar is classified under Zone V 
which denotes most vulnerable to earthquakes.   

154. 22nd Asian Athletics Championship to be held in 
Bhubaneswar in July this year.  

155. House of Lords, is upper chamber of UK. It is 
similar to our Raja Sabha.  

156. Law Commission in its 244th and 255th report 
recommended strict ban on Paid news.  

157. In terms of PPP India is the third largest 

economy in the world with economy size of $8 trillion. 

158. Dark Blocks: Currently, 75 per cent of blocks in 
Punjab are declared “dark blocks” where water is over-
exploited. 

159. World Water Development Report is released by 
United Nations Water Development Programme.  

160. ‘The Global Risks Report’ is an annual publication 
of the World Economic Forum.  

161. World Water day – March 22. Theme for 2017 is 
‘Waste water’  

162. NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation), is 
the largest thermal power generator of India.  

163. India, China and Russia accounts for more than 
half of MDR-TB cases.   

164. INS Chennai is a guided missile destroyer  

165. INS Chakra is a nuclear submarine  
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166. Nagaland shares boarder with Manipur, Assam, 
Arunachal and Myanmar.  

167. The Department of Industrial Policy & 

Promotion is nodal agency for FDI related matters in 

India.   

168. In UP major tributaries of river Ganga (south to 
north) are the Yamuna, Ramganga, and Gomti.   

169. Deoghar international Airport is in Jharkhand 

170. Tu-142M is a long range maritime patrol 

aircraft recently decommissioned.  

171. Painting style: Cheriyal – Telangana; Patachitra – 
Odisha; Jharnapatachitra – West Bengal; 

172. 100 per cent FDI under automatic route in the 
construction development sector. 

173. Both India and China are member of East Asia 

Summit 

174. Second United Nations Decade for the 

Eradication of Poverty - 2008-17.  

175. India has one of the highest cash to GDP ratio at 
12 per cent 

176. United Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition - 
2016-25.  

177. China’s economy is five times larger than India. 

178. ‘Aleppo’, seen often in the news, is a city in Syria 

179. Water is a state subject.  

 

Space for your congregation (notes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




